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A Healing Queſtion propounded and re. 
ſolved, upon occaſion of the late publique and ſeaſo- 
able call to Humiliation, in order to love and ini 
among it the honeſt party ; and with a deſire to apply 
Balſome tothe wound, before it become incurable. 


Ad He Queſlion propounded is, What poſſi- 

Mz; bilicy doth yer remain (all things confi- 
dered)) of reconciling and uniting the 
diſſenting judgments of honeſt men 
Sa Within the three Nations, who flill pre- 
tend to agree in theſpiric, juſtice, and 
reaſon of the ſame good caule; and what is the mcans 
to effe& this ? 

Anſw.If it be taken for granted(aso0n the Magiſtrates 
vart, fromthe ground inviting the people of England 
and Wales to n folemn day of fafting and Humiliation, 
may not be diſpaired of) that all the diffencing parties 
agree ſtill in the ſpirit and reaſon of the ſame righteous 
cauſe, the reſolution ſeems very clear in the athirmacive; 
arguing nor onely for a poſſibility,but a great probabi- 
lity hereof nay a neceſlity daily approaching necrer and 
neerer, co compel it, if anyor all of the ditſenting par- 
ties intend or defire to be ſafe from the danger of the 
common enemy , who is not out of work, though at 
preſent much out of ſight and obſervation. 

The grounds of this are briefly theſe: Fir!, the cauſe 
hath ſtill che ſame goodneſs in it as ever : and is or 
onghr to be as mich 1n the hearts of al good people that 
ave adheared to it:1t is not leſs to be value.! now,then 
when neicher blood nor — were thought too dear 
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to crry ir out and hold it up from ſinking : ard lath 
the fame Qmniporen: God, wi: fc great Nom? 15 CON» 
cerned in ir, as well as hi: p-oples outward la'.t; and 
welfare ; Who knows allo tow wo give 1 revival to 1, 
when ſecondary inftruments and viable mcath tail, or 

p! ove deceitful. : 
Secondly, The Perſons concerned ani engaged in 
this © auſe, are fil] che ſameas before; with tle adtvan- 
rage of being more tried, more cnured to danger and 
hardſhip, and more endeared to one another, b, their 
various and great experiences, as well of their own 
hearcs as their fellow Brethrens. Theſe are the (ame 
fill in heart,and defire after the ſam? thing, which is, 
that being freed out ofthe hands of their enemies,they 
may ſerve the Lord without fear, in holineſs and righ- 
teoulnels all the daics of their life. | 
As they have hadthis great good finally in their aims 
(if Declarations to men, and Appeals ro God tignifie 
any thing) (o, as a requiſite to attain this, they did with 
great cheerfuInes & unanimity draw out themſelves to 
the utmoſt,in the maintenance of a war, when all other 
means,firſt efſayed proved ineffectua]. In the manage- 
ment of this war, it pleaſed God (the righteous Judge, 
who was appealed to in the controverlie) fs toblels the 
Council and Forces of the perſons concerned and en- 
gaped in this cauſc,as in the end co make them # blohute 
and Compleat Conquerors over their common encny. 
And by this means they had added nnto the natural 
right which wasin them before (and lo declared by 
their Repreſentatives in Parliament afſembled)) che 
right of Conqueſt for the ſtrengthning of their juſt claim 
to be governed by National Councils,and iu ceflive 1e- 
prelematives of their own ele&ton and ſecting up. This 
they once thought they had been in poſſeiſion of. when 
u was ratified, as it were, in the blood of the laſt King: 
Pucof late a great interruption baving happened uno 
themin their former expectatio;:s, and inticad thereof, 
lome 
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ſomething riling 'p that ſeems rather accommodated to 
the private and, (clhfh intereſt of a particular part { in 
compaiiion) then truly adequate to the commun good 
p and concern of the whole PFodyengaged in this C aiiſe: 
Hence i is that this compaſted body is now falling af- 
ſunder into man» diſſenting parts ( 8 thing not un- 
foreſcen, nor unhoped for by che common En«cmy ail- 
_y as their laft relief) and if-cheſe breaches be not 
timely healed, and the otfences (before they take too 
deep root) removed they will certainly work more to 
the advaniage of the common F nemy, then any of their 
own unyearied endeavours, and dangerous contrivan- 
ces in forreign parts pur all together. 

A ſerious dilcuſſion, and ſober enlarging upon theſe 
grounds, will quickly give an inlight into the ſtate of 
the Queſtion,and naturally tend to a plain and famili- 
ar reſolution thereof. 

That which is firit to be opened is the nature and 
goodnels of the Cauſe; which had it not carried in it 
its own evidence, would ſcarce have found ſo many of 
the people of God adherers to ir, within the three Nati- 
ons, contributing either their counſels, their purſes , 
their bodily pains, or their affe&'ons and prayers, as 2 
combined ſtrength , without which, the military force 
alone would have been little available to ſubdue che 
common Enemy, and reftore to this whole body their 
juft natural Rights in civil things, and cruc freedom in 

. matters of conſcience. 

The two laſt mentioned particulars, rightly ſtared , 
will evidence ſuthciently the nature aud goodneſs of 
this Cauſe. 

For theFirſt of theſe, that is to ſay, the Natura!l right, 
which the whole party of Honeſt men adhraring to this 
Cauſe, are by ſucceſs of their Armes reſtored uncofor- 
tified in, and may claim as their undeniable privi- 


ledge,that righteoutly cannot be taken from them nor 
they 
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they debarred from bringing into exerciſe, it lies in 
- this. 
They are to have and enjoy the freedom ( by wa 
of dutiful compliance and condiſcention A Ill the 
and members of this ſociety) to ſet up meet 
vin the place of Supreme Judicature and Autho- 
rity amongſt them ; whereby they may have the uſe & 
benefir of the choiſeſt light and wiſdom of the Nation, 
thar they are ble to call forth, for the Rule and 
Government =_ which they will live; and through 
the exerciſe of ſuch meafure of wiſdom and 
counſel avthe Lord in this way ſhall pleaſe co give unto 
wm, to ſhape and form all ſubordinate a&ings and 
1ons of Rule and Government, fo as ſhall 
zn{were the publique welfare and ſafety of the 


whole. 

This, in ſubſtance, is the right and f reedom contein- 
edin the nature and goodneſlc of the Cauſe, wherein 
the honeft party have becn engeged: For inthis, all the 

of our civil cighe ms freedom are compre- 
ended, conſerved in, and derived from their proper 
root ; in which whilſt they grow, they will ever thrive, 
flouriſh,and increaſe : whereas on the contrary,if there 
be neverſo many fair branches of liberty planted on 
che root of z private and ſelfiſh intereft, they will noc 
long proſper, but muſt within «little time wither and 
rate iato the nature of that whereinto they arc 
planted : And hence indeed ſprung the evill of that 
Government which roſe in and with the Norman con- 
wﬀt. 
; The root and bottom upon which it ſtood, was not 
pn_n intereſt, but the private luſt and will of the 
onqueronr, who by force of armes did at firſt detain 
the right and freedom which wes, and is, due to the 
whole body of the people : for whoſe ſafety and good, 
government it ſelf is ordained by God, not for the par- 
ticilay 
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eicular benefic ofthe Rulers, as a diſtin& and private in- 
eereſt of their own ; which yer, for the moſt part, is not 
onely preferred before the common | #7 oo upheld in 
oppo'ition thereunto.And as at firſt the Conqueror did, 
b. violence and force, deny this freedom to the people, 
which was their natural right and priviledge, fo he, 
and his Succeſſor all along,lay as bar; & impediments 


- eo the true National intereſt, and publique good, in the 


very national Councils and Aſſemblies themſelves ; 
which were conſtituted in ſuch a manner,as moſt ſerved 
for the upholding of the private intereſt of their Fami- 
lies. And this —_ challenged by them as their Pre- 
rogative, was found by the people aſſembled in Parlia- 
ment, moſt unri,,hteous, burdenſome,and deftrutiveto 
their liberty. And when they once preceived that by 
this Engine all their juft rights were like co be deſtroy- 
ed, eſpecially (deing backed, as it was, wich the power 
of the Militia , which the lace King, for that purpoſe, 
hed aſſumed into his hands, and would not, upon the 
peoples application to him in Parliament part with in» 
wthe of thatrygreat Council, whow here beſt to be 
mcruſted with the Nations ſafety: )this was the ground 
of the querrel, upon « civil account between the King 
and his party, and the whole body of adherencs to the 
cauſe of the peoples true liberty ; whereof this ſhore 
touch hach been given,and ſhall ſuffice for the opening 
of the firſt branch of this clauſe. 

The ſecend branch which remains briefly to be hand- 
led , is that which alſo upon the grounds of naturall 
right is to be laid elaime unto; bue diſtinguiſhes it (elf 
from the former, as it reſpe&s a more heavenly and ex- 
cellent obje&, wherein the freedom is to be exerciſed 
and enjoined, that is to ſay, matters of Religion, or that 
concern the ſervice and worſhip of God. 

Unto this freedom the Nations of the World have 


right and «tle, by the purchaſe of Chriſts blood y 
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b; vertne of his deach and reſurre&ion is become the 
fol: Lord and Ruler in and over the conſcience; tor to 
this end Chriſt died, roſe and revived, that he might be 
Lord both of the dead and of che living; and chat every 
one might give an account of himlelf, in all meters of 
Gods worit1p, unto God and Chritt alone, as their own 
Maſter,unto whom they ſtand or fall in judgement,and 
are not in theſe things to be oppreſſed, or brought be- 
fore the Judgement-ſeats of men. For why fhouldeſt 
chou ſet at naught thy Brother in matters of his Faich 
and conſcience,and herein intrude into the properoffice 
of Chrilt fince we are all to ſtand at che Judgemicnt- ſeat 
of Chrift, whether Governors or governed, and by his 
diciſion only are capable of being declared with ccr- 
rainty, tobe inthe right or in the wrong ? 

By vertue then of this Supretam Law,ſcaled and con- 
firmed in the blood of Chriſt unto all men(whoſe fouls 
he challenges a propriety in, to bring under his inward 
rule in the ſcrvice and worlkip- of God ) it is that / all 
Magiſtrates arc to feare and forbear intermedling wich, 
giving rule or impoling in thoſe ma;ters. They are to 
content themſelves with what is plain in their com- 
miſion,as ordained of God to be his Miniſter unto men 
for good, while they approve themſelves the docrs 
of that whic!: is good iy the @ght of men, and where- 
of carthly and worldly Judicatures ere eapable to make 
a clear and peric& judgement : In which caſe the Ma- 

'giſtrate is to be for praiſe and proteGtior! to them. !n 
ke manner he is to be « Minilter of cerrour and rc- 
venge to thoſe that Joe evil in matters of outward 

altite, converſe,and dealings in the tings of this life 
| Ina man and mar, for the cauſe whereof the judi- 
eatures of men are appointed and fer up. Bur to exceed 
theſe linncs, as it 1s not ſafe nor warrantable for the 
Magiſtrate ( in that he who is higher then the higheſt, 
regards, and will ſhew himſclte diſpleaſcd at it ) (o nei- 
ther 
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ther is it gocd for the peop!e,who hereby are nouriſhed 
upin a biting, devouring, wrathful ſpirit one againft 
another, and are found tranſgrefſors ſider Royal law 
which forbids us to doe that unto another, which we 
would not have them do unto us, were we in their con» 
dition. 

This freedome then is of high concern to be had and 
enjo;, as well for the Magiſtrates ſake, as for the peo- 

les common good ; and it conlifts, as hath been faid, 
- 1n the Magiſtrates forbearing to put forth the power of 
rule and coercion in things that God hath exempted 
out of his Commiſſion. So that all care requiſite for 
the peoples obtaining this, may be exerciſed with great 
eaſe, if it be taken in its proper ſeaſon, and that this rei- 
ſtraint be laid upon the Supreame Power before ic 
be erefted, asa fundamental Conſtitution among 0- 
thers, upon which the free conſent of the people is gi- 
ven, to have the perſons brought into the exerciſe of 
Supreme Authority over them, and on their behalf; and 
if belides, as a further confirmation hereunto, it be ae- 
knowledged the voluntary a& of the ruling Power, 
when once brought into a capacity of ating Legiſle- 
tively, that herein they are bound up, und judge ir 
cheir duty (o to be (both in reference to God the Inſti- 
tor of Magiſtracy, and in reference to the whole Body 
by whom they are cntrafted) this great bleſſing will 
hereby be ſo well provided for, that we ſhall have no 
cauſe to fear, as it may be ordered. 

Py this means @ great part of the outward exerciſe 
of Antichriſtien Tyranny end bondage will be plucked 
up by the very roots ; which till ſome ſuch courſe bc 
held in it, will be alwayes apt to reneward ſprout out 
afreſh, under ſome new forme or refined appearances 
as by late years experience we have been taught. For' 
lince the fall of the Biſhops and perſecuting Presbyterics' 
the ſame ſpiric is apt to ariſe ,in the next fort of Cler- 

B 


(8) 


gy, that can get the ear of the Magiſtrate, and pretend 


co the keeping and ruling the conlcience of the Gover- 
nours. Although this ſpiric and praftice hath been all 
along decried by the taichful adiercnts to this Canfe , 
as a mo{t ſore oppretſion, and inſuiferabie yoke of bon - 
dage, mit unrighteouſly kept up over the con{ciences 
of the people; and therefore judged by them moſt need- 
ful to be caken out of the way. And in this matter che 

reſent Geverours have been willing very eminently 
to give their Teſtimony , in their iu Declarati- 
ons, however in practice there is muc\ of grievance 
yet found x us,though more in orobability, from 
the officrouſneſſe of ſubordinate Miniſters, then any 
clcar purpoſe or deſigne of the chief in power. 

Having thus ſhewed what the true freedons.is, in both 
the branches of it, that ſhines forth in che righteous 
Cauſe, wherein the good people of theſe Nations have 
fo deeply engaged : It will not be improper in the next 

lace to contder two particulars more that give ftill 
TC cchbe light into the matter in queſtion ; as tirſt, The 

ualifications of the perſons that have adhered to this 

uſe, Second1;, the capacity wherein they have been 
found from time to time carr; 1ag ic on 

As to their Qualification, they havein the general, 
diſtinguiſhed themſclves and been made known, by a 
for wardnels to afliſt and own the publique welfare and 
good of the Nation, for the atraining and preſerving 
the juſt rights and liberties thereofgallerted an. witnel- 
ſed unto11 the true ſtating of this C aule, according to 
the emo branches thereof Js {poken.to. They have 
ſhewed. themſelves upon ail occalipns, deiirers and lo 
vers of true freed.zmegcither in civils or in fpirituals,or 
in both. To expres theirs valuecthereof and faichtulne(s 
to the ſame, they have largely contributed, in oue kind 
or other what was proper © each in his place to doe ; 
which aCtions of theirs proceeding from hearts faucere!y 


affect ec 
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affected to the cauſe, created in them aright to be 
of an Incorporation and Society by themſelves, under 
the name of the good Party; having been from the be- 
ginning unto this day publiquely and commonl y (© 
acknowledged by way of diſtinftion from all Neuters, 
cloſe and op2n Enemies,and deceitful Friends or Apo - 
ſtares. Thele, in order to the maintaining of this 
Cauſe, have ſtood by the Army, indefence,and ſupport 
th ereof, againſt all oppoſition whatever, as thoſe thut, 
l:y the oa light of theſe times, have been taught 
and led forth, in their experiences, to luok above and 
beyond che Ictter,forme, and outward circumitances of 
government, inro the inward reaſon and ſpirit chereof, 
hercin only to fix and terminate, to the leaving behind 
all empry ſhadows, that would obtrude chemlclves in 
the place of true freedom, 

Secondly, asto the capacity wherein theſe perſons, 
thus qualified, have ated, ir hath been very variable, 
and (ubject togreat changes : ſometimes in one form, 
and ſomerimes in another, and very ſeldome, if ever 
atall, (o exatly, and in all points conſonant to the 
rule of former Laws and Conſtitutions of Govern- 
ment, as to be clearly and fully juftitied by them,any 
longer then the Law of Succelſe and Conqueſt did 
uphold them who had the inward warrant of Juſtice 
and Righteouſneſſe to encourage them in ſuch their 
aFings. 

The utmoſt an laſt reſervetherefore which they have 
had, in caſe all other failed, hath beex their military 
capacity, not only ſtrittly taken for the ftanding Ar- 
my, but in the largeſt ſenſe, wherein the whole party 
may (with the Army,and under that military confticu- 
tion and conduQt, which by the providence cf God 
they ſhall then be found in) aſſociate themſelves inthe 
beit order they can;for the commen defence and ſafety 


vf the whole. As not igaorant, that when once em- - 
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bodied in this their: Military poſture, in ſuch manner 
as by common conſent (ha}l be tound requilite for the 
(afety of the body, they are moft irreliltible, abſolute, 
and comprehenlive in cheir power; having that where- 
in the ſub [ance of aſl Govern:nent 1s contained, and 
under tlie protetiun whereof, and lifety thar may be 
maintained thereby, they can contrive and determine, 
in whac manner this irreliſtable, abſolute, and bound - 
Jeſs power, unto which they are now arrived inchis 
their Milicary capacity ſhall have juſt and due limics 
ſerunto it, and be drawn vut in a meet and orderly 
way of exerciſe, for the Commonwealth and ſafety of 
the whole Body, under the ruie aud overiight of a Su- 
preame Judicature ;z unto the wildome of whole Laws 
and orderr,the (word is te become moft entirely ſub- 
je& and ſubſervient : And this without the leaſt cauſe 
of jealouſie or unſafety, either to the ſtanding Army , 
or any member thereof, or unto the good people adhe- 
ring tothis Cauſe, or any ouc of them ; lince the inte- 
reſt of both, by this mutual aRion of cicher, will be 
ſo combined together in one ( even in that wherein be- 
fore they were diſtin&) that all py cauſe of dittcrence, 
fear, animoſity, emulation, jealouſic, or the like, will 
be wholly aboliſhed and removed, 
For when once the whole Body of the. good people 
find that the Military intcreſt and capacity is their own, 
and that into which neceſſity at the laſt may bring the 
whelc Party { whereof of right a place is to be reſerve.1 
for them) andchat herein they are fo far trom being in 
ſubjeAion or {lavery, that in this polture they are moſt 
properly ſoveraign, and poſſeſſe their right of natural 
Wveraignty, they will preſently (ce a necellity of con- 
tinuing everone with their Army raiſed and maintai- 
ned by them. forthe promoting this cauſe apainflt the 
common Enemy ; who in lis next attempt will put for 
all with great: r deſperateneſſe and rage then ever, 
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Again, when once the ſtanding Army and their Go- 
vern: urs ſhall alſo find, that by Kalas and keeping up 
themſelves ina divided intereſt frm the reſt cf the 
Bcdy cf Honeſt men, they withhold from them(clves 
thcle contriburicns in all voluntary and cheerful afli- 
ſtances, by the affe&ions and prayers, by the perſons 
and purſues cf the good party, im the wearning them- 
{elves thereby,as to any vicorons ſupport from them, in 
the times of moſt imminent danger (whereof the late 
King had an experience, that will not ſuddenly be out 
of memory, when he undertook the war in the begin- 
ning of theſe troubles. againſt the Scots, and was, in « 
manner, therein deſerted by all rhe good party in Eng- 
land) they will then find (if they ſtay not till ic be too 
late) they by eſpouſing the intereſts of the people, in 
ſubmitting themſelves wich their fellow adherents to 
the Cauſe, under the rule and auchoricy of their own 
Supream Judicature, they loſe not theiy Power or So- 
veraignity ; but becoming one Civil or Politique In- 
corporation with the whole party of honeſt men, they 
doe therein keep the Soveraignity, as originally tcated 
in themſclves, and pare with it only but as by depu- 
tation and repreſentation of themſelves, when it 1s 
bronght into an orderly way of exerciſc. by being pur 
to the hands of perſons choſen and eneruſted by them» 
lelves to that purpoſe. 

By this mucual and happy tranſition which may be 


made between the party of Honeſt men in the Three 


Nations virtually in Arms,aad thoſe atually ſo now 11 
power et the Head ofthe Army, how ſuddenly would 
the urion of the whole Body be conſolidated,and made 
fo firm as it will not need to fear all the deiigns and 
a:tempts of the common Enemy : eſpecially it herein 
they unite themſelves in the ti1lt place rothe Lord, 2s 
willing to follow his providence; and obſerve his will 


in the way and manner of brin ing this to paſſe. - 
WICH | 
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which caſe we {hal} not need to fear what all the gates 


of hell are able to do in oppoiition thereunto. 

Ic is not then the ſtanding and being of the preſerr 
Army and Military forces in the th ce Nations, that is L 
l}able co exception of offence ; from any diſſeniivg 
judgments at this time among! the honeſt well atfc- 
Qed party. In and with them, under Gud, fand the 
welfare and outward falety of the whole body; and 
to be enemies tochem or wiſh them hurt, were to doe 
ir to themſelves , and by trying ſuch concluſions to 

lay the game o' the common enemyyto the utter ruine 
and deſtruftion, not onely of the true ficedom aimed 
at and contended for in the J#te wars, but of the very 
per ſons themſelves that have been in any fort ative or 
eminent promoters thereof, 

The Army conſidered as it isin the hands of an 
honeſt ard wi'e Genera), and ſober faithful Othcers, 
embodied with the reſt of the party of Honeſt men; 
and eſpouſing fii]l che ſame caute, and afting in their 
primicive timplicicy, humilicy, and truſt, in reference 
tothe welfare and lafety of the whole body.is the only 
juſtifxable and moſt adrantegious poſture and capaci- 
ty that the good party at preſent can find themſelves X 
in, in order to the obtaining that true freedom they / 
have fought for, and poſſeſſing ofit in the eſtabliſhment | 
thereof upon the tric Baſis and foundation,as hath been 
ſhewed of right Government. 

That therein the offence lies, and which cauſes ſuch 
| great thoughts of heart amongſt the honglt party (if ir 
| may be freely expreſſed, as ſure it may,when the Magi- 

' ſtrate bimſelf profeſſes he doth but delire and wait for 
convi@ion thercin) is in ſhorc this. 

That when the right and priviledge is returned, 
nay is reſtored by Cenquelt unto the whole Bod y (that 
forfeired not their intereſt therein) of freely dupokng 
themſelves in ſuch a conſtitution of righteous Go- 

vernment 
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veran:1,a5 may b:{t anſwer the end held forth in this 
Cauſe; that nevertheleſs, eicher through delay they 
ſhould be withheld as chey are, or through deiign they 
ſhoul{ come at laſt to be utterly demed the exerciſe of 
this their r1ghr,up  pretence that they are not in capa» 
cicy as yet ro ule it 3 which indeed hath ſome truth in 
ic, if thoſe that are now in power, and have the com- 
mand of che Arm:, do nor prepare all thiags requitite 
thereunto, as they may. and like taichful Guardians to 
the Commonwealth, admitted to be in its nonage,they 
ought. 

But if che bringing of true freedome into exerciſe 
amon -{t men, yea, fo refined a party of men , be in.. 
poilible ; Why hath this been concealed all this while ? 
and why was it not tho:ght on before fo much blood 
was (pile, and treaſure ſpent ? ſurely , fuch a thing as 
this was judged rea! and practicable, not imaginary 
and notional. 

Befides, Why may it not ſutfice to have been thus 
long delayed and withheld from the whole body , ac 
leaſt a3'to irs being brought by them into exerciſe 
now at Jaſt? ſurely the Jo»nger it is wichheld , the 
ſtronger jealouſes do increaſ: ; that it is intende(l to be 
atſumed and ingrofled by « part onely, to the lea+ 
ving the reſt of the body ( who in all reaſon end (ju- 
ſtice ought ro be equally participants wich the other in 
the right and benetic of che Conqueſt , for as mnch as 
the war was managed at the expence and for the (afery 
of the whole ) in a condi-jon almoſt as much expoſed, 
and ſtbjet tobe impoled upon, as if they had been 
enertiies and conquere 4, not in; any lenſe Conque» 


rors. 
{f ever ſach an unrighreons, unkinde and deceitful 


-aling with brethren thould happen, alctwugh ic 
might comLinneabore tle reach of quelition from hu- 


mane jndrcatare, yer can we think ut poitiblo it prac 
ecape 
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'«ſcape and go unpuniſhed by the tmmediate hand of 
the Righteous Judge of the whole World, when he ari- 
feth'out of his place to do right to the opprelled ? 
Nay, If in ſtead of favouring end promoting the 
ples common good and welfare, felt-intereſt ai 
private gain ſhould evidently appear to be the things 
we have aimed at all along ; if thoſe very Tyrannical 
Principles and Antichriflian retiques, which God 
by ns hath puniſhed in our Predeceffors , ſhould again 
revive, (ſpring up afreſh, and ſhew themſelves lodged 
alſo and retained in our boſomes; rendrigg us of the 
number of thoſe that have forgot they were purged 
from their old fins, and declering ws to be fuch as to 
leaſe « covetous mind, do withhold from deftrugion 
that which God hath defgned to the curle of his ven- 
ce: If all thoſe great advantages of ſerving the 
Cords will and deſign in procuring and advancing his 
les true welfare and outward ſafety, which (as 
the fruit of his bleſſing upon our Armies) have ſo mi- 
raculouſly fallen into our hands {hall at laſt be 
wreſted and miſ-improved to the enriching and 
reatning of our ſelves : If theſe things ſhould ever 
e foal amongſt us (which the Lord in mercy for- 
bid) ſhall we need to look any further for the ac- 
curſed thing ? will not our Conſeiences fhew us from 
the light of the Word and Spirit of God, how neer a 
conformity thefe ations would hold therewith ? 
which fin, 7eſp. 7 became a curſe to the Camp, and 
withheld the Lord from going any more amongft 
them, or going out with their forces, And did the 
aQion of Achan import any more then theſe rwo 
things. Firſt, he (aved and kept from deftrution the 
ly Babyloniſth garment, which was devoted by 4 
God thereunto. Secondly , he brought not in the 
fruit and gain of the Conqueſt into the Lords T rea- 
ſure, but covetouſly went about to convert it to his 
Own 
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own proper uſe. Todo this is to take of the accurſed 
thing, which 7c. 7. all /racd was ſaid todo, in the 
ſin of-Achan, and to have ſtollen and diſſembled 
likewiſe, and co put it amongſt cheir own ſtuffe. This 
cauſed the anger of the Lord to kindle = Iſract 
and made them unable to ſtand before their enemies, 
but thetr hearts melced as water. Ard thus far the 
Lord is concerned,if fuch an evil as this ſhall lie hid in 
the midſt of us. But to return to what we were upon 
before. 

The matter which is in queſtion among the diſſen- 
ting parts of the whole body of honelt men, is not ſo 
trivial and of ſuch ſmall conſequence, as ſome would 
makeit. *Tis in effet, the main and wholeof the 
Cauſe , without which all the freedome which che 
people have or can nave, is in compariſon but ſhadow 
ar.d in name onely,and thereſore can never give that 
peace and fatisfaQtion to the Body, which is requiſite 
unto a durable & ſolid ſettlergeat. This is that which 
makes all ſound & ſafe at the root, and gives the righc 
ballance neceſſary to be held up between ſoveraignty 
and ſubje&ion, in theexerciſe of all righteous Go- 
vernment; applying the uſe ofthe (wordto the prc- 
moting and upholding the publick ſafety and weifare 
ofthe whole body, in preference and if need bein op- 
poſition unto any of the parts, whullt yer by irs equal 
and impartiall adminiſtration in reference unto each, 
it doth withall maintaine the whole Body in a moſt 
delightfull harmony, welfare and correſpondency. 
The ſword never can, nor isit to be expeRed ever will 
do this, while the ſoveraignty is admitted and pla- 
ced any where elſe, than in the whole Body of the 
people that have adhered to the cauſe, and by them be 
derived unto their ſucceſive Repreſentatives, as the 
moſt equal and impartial Judicature for the effeting 
hereof. 
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4 Where there is then C rightcous and good conſli- 

rution of Government, there is firſt an orderly union 

of many R— together, as the publick and 

common Supream Judicature or viſible Soveraignty, 

ſetin a way of free andorderly exerciſe,for the dire-. 
Ring and applying the uſe of the ruling power or the 

ſword, to promote the intereſt and common we!farc 

of the whole, without any diſturbance or annoyarce, 

from wichin or from withour. And then ſecondly, 

there isa like union and readineſle of will in all che 

Individuals, in their private capacities,to execute ar. d 

obey ( by all the power requitite, and that they are 

able ro put forch ) choſe ſoveraign Lawsard Orders 

ifſued out by their own Deputies and Trulires. 

A Stnpream Judicature thus made the Repreſerta- 
tive of the whole, is that which we ſay, will ioit r.a- 
turally care, and moſt cqually provide fur the Com- 
mon $£90d and fatety. Though by this it is not Cc- 
nied, but that theSapream power, when ty free con- 
ſent "cis placed in a finple perſon or in ſen few 
perſons, may be capable alſo to adminiſter righteous 
Government; at leaſt the Body that gives tlus hiber- 
ty, when they need not, arc to thank themſelves if it 
prove. otherwiſe. But. when this ſree and natural! 
acceſs unto Government, is interrupted and declined, 
ſoasa liberty is taken by any parcicujar member, or 
number of them, that are to be reputed buc a part in 
compariſon of the whole, to aſſume and engrofle the 
«ffice of ſovemgign rule and power, ard co impolc 
thenfelves-as the competent publick Judge of the 
ſafety, and good of the whole, wichour their free and 
due conſent; andto lay ciiimunto this, as thoſe that 
tind themſelves poſſ: ſed gf the (word (ard that (4 
advantagiouſly, qs it cannot be recovered again out 
of their hands, Thhove more apparent danper and 
came to the whole Body, than fuch attemprs are 

(worih 
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worth) this is that Anarchy that is the firſt riſe and 
fepto Tyranny ; and laies grounds of manifelt con- 
ful:on and diſorder, expoſing the ruling power tv 
the next hand that onthe next opportunity can lay 
'hold onthe ſword, and ſo, by a kind of neceſlity, in- 
troduces the highelt impoſition and bondage upon 
the whole Body, in compelling all the parts though 
never ſo much ag1inſt che true publick intereſt, to 
ſerveand obey, as their Soveraign rule and ſupream 
Authority,the Arbitrary will and judgement of thoſe 
that bring themſelves into rule by the power of the 
ſword, in che right onely of a part that ſets up ic {elf 
in preference betore, or at lea{t in competicion wi: li 
the welfare of the whole, 

And it this, which is (o effentiall to tie well being 
and ripht con!i!tution of Government, were once 0b 
tained, ihe difputes abour the form would not prove 
ſo difficult, nor find ſuch oppolicion,as to keeping che 
bone of contention and diſ-union, wich much danger 
ro the whole. For if as the foundation of all, che 
ſoveraignty be acknowledged to recide originally in 
the whole body of adherents to this Cauſe ( whoſe 
naturall and inherent right thereunto is of a far an- 
cienter date than what is obtained by ſucceſle of their 
arms,and fo cannot be abrogated even by Conquelt it 
ſelf if that werethe caſe) and then if in conſequence 
hereof, a ſupream Judicature be ſer up and orderly 
conltitued, as naturally ariſing and reſulting from 
the free choice and conlent of the whoic Body taken 
out from among themſelves,as flzth of their fleſh,and 
bore of their bone, of the ſame publick ſpirit and 
nature with themſelves, and the main be by this 
means ſecured, what could be propounded afterwards, 
as tothe form of adminiſtration that would much 
ſtick ? 
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Would a ſtanding Council of State ſetled for life,in 
reference to the ſafety of the Common-wealth, & tor 
the maintaining intercourſe and commerce with For- 
reign States, under the inſpection and overſight of 
the ſupream Judicature,but of the ſame fundamental 
conſtitution with themſelves, would this be diſliked ? 
admitting their orders were binding, in the intervals 
of Supream National Aſſemblies, fo far only as con- 
ſonant tothe ſetled Laws of the Common-wealth, 
the vacancy of any of which by death or otherwiſe, 
might be ſupplied by the vote of the major part of 
themfelves. Nay, would there be any juſt exception 
tobe taken,if( beſides both theſe) it ſhould be agreed 
( as another part of the fundamental conſtitution of 
theGovernment )toplace that branch of Soveraignty 
which chiefly reſpeRts the execution of Laws, ina 
diſtin& Office from that of the Lepiſlative power(and 
yet ſubordinateto them and tothe Laws ) capable to 
be intruſied into the hands of one lingle perſon, if need 
require, orin agreater number, as the Lepillative 
power ſhould think fit ; and for the greater ftrength 
and honour unto tkis Office, that the execution of 
all Laws and Orders(that are binding ) may go forth 
in his,or their name, and all diſobedience thereunto, 
or contempt thereof, be taken as done to the peoples 
Soveraignty, whereof he or they bear the Image or 
Repreſentation, ſubordinate to the Legiſlative power 
and at their will to he kept up and continued inthe 
tands of a ſingle perſon or more,as the experience of 
the future good or evil of it ſhall require. 

Would ſuch an Office as this, thus ſtated, carry in 
it any inconſiſtency with a free State? Nay, if it be 
well confidered, would it not rather be found of ex- 
cellent uſe to the well-being of Magiſftracy, founded 
upon this righteous bottom, that ſuch a Licutenancy 
of the peoples ſoveraignty in theſe three nations, may 
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alwaies reſide in ſome K, or more perſon, in whoſe 
adminiſtration, that which is reward and puniſhment 
may ſhine forth ? 

Andif now it (hall beobjeted, that (notwithſtan- 
ding all theſe Cantions )ſhould once this Soveraignty 
beacknowledped co be in the diffuſed body of thepeo- 
ple (though the 2dberents to this cauſe, not onely as 
their natural, but as their acquired right byConquelt) 
they would ſuddainly put the uſe andererciſe of the 
Legillative power into ſuch hands,as would,through 
their ill quallizedneſſe to the work, ſpoil all by male- 
adminiltration thereof, and hereby looſe the cauſe in- 
ſtead of upholding and maintaining it. 

The aniwer unto this is, Firſt,that God by his pro- 
vidence hatheaſfed our minds much in this folicitude, 
by the courſe he hath already taken to fit and prepare 
a Choice and ſelected number, of the people unto this 
work, thatare tryed and refined by their inward and 
outward experiences in this great quarrel, andthe 
many changesthey have paſſed through : in reſpect 
whercof well qualified perſons are to be found, if due 
carebe taken in the choice of them. And if here- 
in the People of the Lord ſhall be waiting upon him 
for his guidance and preſence with them,we may have 
grounds & hope that God(whoſe name hath all along 
been called upon inthe maintaining of this cauſe) will 
pour out ſo abundantly of his ſpirit upon his people 
attending on him in righteous wayes,and will alſoſo 
move their hearts rv chooſe perſons bearing his 
image in the Magiſtracy, thata more glorious pro- 
du& may ſpring up out of this, than at firſt we can 
expe, to the ſetting up of the Lord himſelf, as chief 
Judge and Lawgiver amongſt us. And unto this the 
wiſdome and honeſly of the perſons now in power 
may have an opportunity eminently to come into diſ- 


covery : For in this caſe, and upon the grounds alrea- 
dy 
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dy layd,the very perſons now in power are they ur- 
to whoſe lot it would fall to ſer about this preparato- 
ry work, and by their orders and direRions to dif- 
poſe the whole Body and bring them into the meetet 
capacity to effe& the ſame. The moſt natural way fyr 
which would ſeem to be by a General!l Councill, or 
convention of faithfull, honeſt, and diſcerning men, 
choſen for that purpoſe by the free conlent of the 
whole body of adherents to this Cauſe in the ſeveral 
parts of the Nations,and obſerving thetime and place 
of meeting appointed to them ( with other circum- 
ſtances concerning their election ) by order from the 
preſent ruling Power, but conlidered as Generall of 
the Army. 

W hich Convention is not properly to ex2rciſe the 
Legiſlative power,but only todebate freely,and agree 
upon the particulars, that by way of Fundamental! 
Conftitutzons ſhall be la d and inviolably obſerveg,as 
the conditions upon which the whole body ſo repre. 
ſented, doth conſent to caſt it ſelf into a Civill and 
politiek Incorporation, and under the viſible form 
andadminiſtration of Government therein declared, 
and to be by each individuall member of the Body 
ſubſcribed in teſtimony of his or their particular con- 
ſent given thereunto. W hich conditions ſoagreed (& 
amongſt them an AR of Oblivion for One) wilt be 
without danger of being broken or departed from , 
confidering of what it is they are the conditions, 
andthe nature of the Convention wherein they are 
made; which is of the people repreſented in their 
higheſt ſtate of I they havethe ſword in 
their har:ds unſubjeRed unto the Rules of Civill Go» 


vernment, but what themſelves orderly aſſembled for 
that purpoſe, do think fit co make, And the ſword 
upon theſe conditions ſubjecting it ſelf ro the ſuprem 


Judicature, thusto be ſetup, how ſuddainly mighr 
harmony 
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harmony, righteouſneſſe, love, peace, and ſafety unto 
the whole body tollow hereupon, as the happy fruic 
of ſuch a ſettlement, if the Lord have any delight to 
be amongſt us, 

And this once put in a way,and declared for by the 
General and Army, as that which they are clearly 
convinced in the ſight of God, istheir duty to bring 
about, and which they engage accordinglyto ſeedone ) 
how firmly and freely would this oblige the hearts 
and perſons, the counſels 2nd purſes, the affections 
and prayers, with all that is in the power of this whole 
party todo,in way of afliſtance and ſtrengthring the 
an of thoſe now in power, whatever ſtraits and 
difficulties they may meet with in the maintenance of 
the publick ſafety and peace ? 

This then being the tate of our preſent affairsand 
differences, let it be acknowledged on all hands, and 
jerall be convinced that are concerned, that there is 
not orely a pollibilicy but a probability, yeaa com- 
pelling neceſtiry of a firm union in this great Body, 
the ſerting of which in joynt and tune again, by a 
ſpirit of meekncf; and fear of the Lord, is the work 
of the preſent day, ar.d will prove the onely remedy 
under God co uphold and carry on this bleſſed cauſe 
ard work of the Lord in the three Nations, that is al- 
ready come thus far onwards in its progreſleto its 
celired and expettcd end, of bringing in Chriſt, the 
Pelre cf all Nattors, as the chief Ruler among't 
ue, 

Now unto this re-vr.iting work let there be a reaGi- 
neſs in 41] the diſſertuvg parts from the higheſt ro the 
loweſt, by chearfully coming forth to one another 1:1 
a ſpirit of yelt-demial and love, inficad of warreand 
wrath, and to caſt down theniclr es beſorethe Lord, 
who is the father of all their {p;rits in ſel? «baſement 
and hamhation,for the m'1t1.6} ( Fer cethey have tin 
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in for ſometime paſt,one unto another,and great pro- 
vocation unto God, and reptoach unto hits molt g- 
rious name, who expeRed to have been ſerved by 
them with reverence and godly fear for our God is a 
conſuming hre, 

And as an inducement unto this, Let us aſſure our 
ſelves, the means of effeRing it will not prove ſo dif. 
ficult as other things that have been brought about in 
the late war, if the minds and ſpirits of all concerned 
were once well and duely prepared hereunto, by a 
kindly work of ſelf-denial and ſelf-abaſement, ler 
home by the ſpirit ofthe Lord upon their conſciences, 
which ifhe pleaſe, he may do we know not how ſoon, 
Nay we ſhall bche!d-wittra diſcerning eye the inſide 
of that work which God bath been doing among(t 
us the three years laſt paſt, it would ſeem chiefly to 
have been his aim, to bring his people into ſuch a 
frame as thisis, For in this tra& of time, there hath 
been (as we may ſay ) a great ſilence in Heaven, as 
if God were pleaſed to (tand ſtill and be a looker 
on, to ſee what his People would be in their later end, 
and what work they would make of it, iflefcro cheir 
own wildome and Politick contrivances. And as 
God hath had thefilent part, ſo mien, andthat good 
men too, have had the active and buhlie part, and 
have like themſelves made a great ſound and noiſe, 
like rhe ſhout ofa King ina mighty Hoaſt , which 
whileſt it hath been a ſound onely and no more, hath 
not done much hurt as yet ;, but the fear and jealou- 
fie thereby cauſed, hath put the whole Body out of 
frame,and made them apt to fall ifito great confulions 
and diſorder. 

And if there bethus ariſen a general diſſent and 
diſagreement of parts ( which is not,nor ought to be 
accounted the leſs conſiderable, becauſe it lies bid 
and kept in under a patient ſilence ) why ſhould there 

not 
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not be as general a confeſſion and acknowledgment 
of what each may find themſclves overtaken in, and 
cannot but judge themſelves faulty for? This kind of 
vent being much better than to have it break out in 
flames of a forward and untimely wrathful fpiric , 
which never works the righteouſneſs of God. Efpe- 
cially ſince what hath been done amongſt us,may pro- 
pably have been more the effect of temptation than 
the produQt of any malicious deſign; and this ſort os 
rempration is very common and incident to men in 
power (how good ſoever they may be) to be overta- 
ken in, and thereupon do ſudden unadviſed aRions , 
which che Lord pardons & over rules for the beſt: evi- 
dently making appear that it isthe work of the weak 
& fleſhly part,which his own people carry about with 
them too much nnſubdued. And therefore the Lord 
thinks fir by this means, to ſhew them the need of be- 
ing beholdiog to their ſpiritual parc, to reſtorethem 
again, and bring them into their right temper and 
healchful conſticucion, 

And thus whilſt each diſſenting part is aggravating 
upon it ſelf faultineſs and blame, and none excu- 
fing , butall confeſling they deſerve, in one ſort or 
other, reproof if not before men, yet in Gods light : 
Who knows how ſoon it may pleaſe God to came 
into this broken, contrite, and ſelt-denying frame of 
Spirit in the good People within the three Nati- 
ons, and own them thus truly humbled and abaſed , 
for his Temple and the place of his habitation and 
reſt, wherein he ſhall abide forever? of whom ic 
may be ſaid God is in the mid(t of her, ſhe ſhatf 
not be moved , God ſhall help her and chart righe 
early ; or with his morning appearance. At which 
time he will fit ſilent no longer , but Heaven will 
ſpeak again, andbecome active and powerfut inthe 
ſgirits and hearts of Honeft mien, and in the m_ 
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of hixprovidences, PS. either they go out to fight 
by Sea orby Land, or remain in counſel and debates 
at home forthe publick Weal, and again hear the pray - 
ers of his People, and viſibly own them as a flock os 
holy men, as ?eruſalem in ber ſolemn Feaſts. 1 wil! 
yet for this be enquired of by the Houſe of Iſrael , ſaith 
the Lord, to do it for them: And then they ſhall know 
chat 1 the Lord their God am with them , and that 
they are my People, and that ye my flock the flock 
of my paſture; are men that have ſhewed your ſelves 
weak ſinful men, and Jam your God that have decla- 
red my ſelf anall-wiſe and powerful God, faith the 
Lord God. 


COOMMELIONBPEIIDORIDONOS RIO 
POST-SCRIPT. 


READER, 


LE: the peruſal of this Diſcourſe thoy wilt 


quickly perceiveihat theſe two things are prin- 

cipally aimed at in it by the Author. Firſt to 
anſwer in ſome meaſure that which « called for by 
thoſe in power , when they publickly profeſs they at- 
fire nothrng more than convittion, and to fond our the 
hidden provecations which either have or yet way 
bring forththe Lord againſt theſe Nations, in 1he way 
which at preſent they are in. 

Secondly, Toremove out of the minds and ſpirits of 
the honeſt P arty, that ftill agree in the reaſon and ju- 
frice of the cond old Cawſe , all things of 4 = vate Na- 
ture and [olfiſh Concern (thetendency whereof ſerves 
but to foment and ſtrengthen wrath and diviſions a- 
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mongſt them ) and in place theyeof to ſet beſore thew 
that common and publick intereſt, which ( if with ſin- 
cerity imbraced ) may be the means of not enly procu- 
ring a firm union amonſt them, but alſo of conſerving 
them herein. 

In order tethis, the Author hath not been willing (0 
much to declare his own Opinion, or deliver any poſetive 
Concluſions , as to diſcuſ[ethe buſineſs by way of que- 
ſtion and anſwer , and thereby make as near a conje- 
(ture as he can, of that, wherein the ſeveral diſſent= 
ing parts may with better ſati:faltion meet together , 
and agree wpon 4 ſafe and righteous bottome, than to 
remain at the diſtance they do, tothe apparent advan- 
tageof the common Enemy , the approaching ruine of 
themſelves, ana needleſs hazard ( if not loſs ) of the 
Canſe they have beeu ſo deeply emgaged in. Eſpecially 
ronſidering, that when once they ſhall be found begin* 
ning to come forth to one another, «n ſuch a condeſcena- 
ing ſelf denying ſpirit, cleanſed from the ſtain of bypo- 
criſie and atceit, they may be well aſſured that light 
will ſpring »=p amongſt them more and more urto a per= 
fell day ;,, and thin thoſe things which at preſent we 
have next inview, will prove as ſhadows reaay to flee a- 
way before the morning bri#htneſs of Chriſts Heaven« 
ly Appearance and ſecond Coming ; through which 
they will be heightened and tmproved to their full ma- 
twrity, tothe bringing in that Kingdome of hu that 
foall never be moved. 

And becauſe an Eſſay hath been already made, ina 
private way to ebtain the firſt thing, that is ſay, Con- 
viltion, which chiefly is in the band of the Lord to give , 
the ſ[ame-obtipation lies npon the Author, with re/pett 
to the ſecond , for the expoſing of it as now 1it ts unto 
Publick view , and therein leaving it alſo with the 
Lord, for his bleſſing thereunto, 
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The Stationers Advertiſement 


to the ReaveER, upon. his Reprint- 
ing this Diſcoutle at this time. 


RBaDpER, 

He former Impreſiions of this Healing Que- 
] lire W/ old off, four it being Sf - 
red after by divers, I have Reprintedit , But for 
thy better Uunderſtanding of it, be pleaſed to brar 
in mind,that it was firſt written and Printed, upon 
occaſion ziven, by the late General Cromyecl, af- 
ter he had takento himſelf the Supream Power and 
by a Declaration for a Solemn F F# on March 13. 
1655. invited the good People of England and 
Wales, ts watt upon the Lord for Light and Con- 
vittion, profeſſing in the ſight of God and man, « 
moſt willing mind,readily to recetve, when convin- 
cingly offered by any; therefore ſome Circum- 
Pantials of it,relateth to that Perſon and occaſion ; 
but the main Subſtance of it nay be found very ſea- 
ſonable, and of much uſe at this day : its therefore 


effered to thy peruſal. 
T. B. 


FINIS. 
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The PROCEEDS & the PROTECTOR 
(fo called) ; 
and his C O U NCILL againſt | ' 
Sir H®NRY FANE, Knight © © 


4 late Eminent MEMBER of the COUNCILL ovf STATE 
the Common wealth of ENGLAND: As touching bis Im- © © 
priſenment in the Iſle of WIGHT. 8 


Together with his Teftimony delivered in wricing to the ſald Protes ; 
..: ) QRor,by wayofajpeculiar eddreſſe to himſalfand faichfull —. 2 
advice of an old Friend and Aequaintance. = 


Faithfully.Tranſeribed and Attefied out 
' + - ©» of the Original Copy's, | 


| And publiſhed by a reall Well-wifher co $STONS Profpericy and . 
ENGLANDS Liberty. o 
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Me thet being often Reproved, bardeneth bis Neek 

Prov.29.1. Tre be —_— and that without wt ge 
For if 1 build ageix the things that I have deftcoyed, 

Gal.a.18. I make my ſelf a Tcanigreflor. : 


.v" 
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The Copy #f! the Summons for Sir Henry V ane Knight bis Yirſt eypearance 
at White-bal!. 


T purſuance of an Order of his Highneſſe and the Conncill, you are 

50 atcend the Councill on Thurſday the 12. of Aupaſt next, at 11. of 

the Clock in the fore-no0n, Dated at Ihire-bal chis 29. Fuly 165 6, 
Subſcribed by 

To Sir Henry Vane Xnight. H:nry Lawrence Prefident. 


A true Cepy of fir Henry Vane bis 
Anſwer ſent ts this Summons. 


Sr, 
| my fil-nee might be mi\ interpreted upon the laſt Paper, Thave 

received , ſub'cribed ( as I uppole ) with your hand, appointing 
my att-ndaice at Ibite kell the 12. inftant : 1 have hcld my ſelf obe 
liged ro returreyoutrl:is account, that my purpoſe is ( God willing ) 
toſer forward from this place ro my Houſe in the Strand, the beginning 
of the nxt week, which is afſuon as | can well expeR eo have a Coach 
t: me-t me hit way, this very hor { 1fon for travail, and my own 
being in no condition to performe lo long a journey upou fo thort a 
Wai ninp pive n rn, 

Fe"e:w he 4. of Tour humble Servant 
Aunt 1656. Hen, Vane, 
To [2 nry | Twrrence Fſ:nire, 
Pre fid nt of the Coun.il at 
vW hitc hall. 


Sir Menrv V 11's Letter to Ur T Of -pCErk to the Councill at White-hall 

pr jen'h af.er ts coming to Londun, 

ir, 

F bii.gdeclared by P- HF :ment (as it very well known ) that (it is 
gainft the [,iws and Lie ties of Fn,{1ad, that any of the people 
ther: v ſhould be commanged by the King C when there was one, re 
attend bim hi. plerture Yburfuct: as are brund thereunto by ſpe- 
ciall ſervice ( w: i:h c4hes ther: f ore are nor. )It will 1 hope be per» 
micecd me withour offence, ro claim = lame priviledge and liberty 
In 


a6 Wt 
by i * 


«+. of tl 
> As 
ra 
* 


I * + mes, and in the caſe ( '$ Sommons ſent me, wherein I 
Ka uo cauſe for my appearance exprefſtd but weer will ard pleaſure: 
Þ Veto vindication of the innoccnt, and peacable deportment 1 live 
- mnaccordiag to the Laws ; I have not refuſed to be upon the place 
-* + at my Houſe here in the Strazd ever fince Thurſday night laſt, as I made | 
= , known unto you by this B:arer the next Morning. And as ever fince 
p-: -; I have been, ſo 1 am fill re:dy tO appear when I ſhall be ſeme for, un- 
* - till che preffingneſſ: of my occofions( in reterence ro wy Family con- 
cerns, which at this time by reafon of my Fathers Debts are very great, 
and heavy upou me ) ſha} r<quire my attendance upon them in other 
places ofthe Nation. All which I held my ſelf oblige co make known 
unto you in the relation you fhind ir, eſpecially not having heard | 
from you Yeftcrday, 2s I (uppoſc 1 migrt. lam | 
Charring-Croſſe Houſe Your Servant 
dbe 20. Auguf 1656. "hf 
For Mr. |cſſop, Clerk to the 
Conncill at Whi.c-iall, 


The firſt Order of the Oouncill concerning Sir Hen. Vane here followeth, 
Thurſday, th: 21. of Augut 1656. At the Councill « White-hall. 


S" Henry Vaxe having this day appeared before the Coungill, and 
they having caken coliderition of a leditious book by him writ- 
ten and publiſhed, eatituled a Healing Dne tiex propennded andre ſolved #c, 
the ſame tending to the diſturbance of the preſent Government, and 
the peace of the Common-wealth, Ordered that it Sr. Henry Ven: (hall 
not give good (ecurity in five thouſand p.nd bond by Tharſdey next 
to donothing tothe prejudice of the preſent Government, and the 


F 7 wm of the Common=wealth, h« {hall ard commirced, and that Or- 
8 ers be drawn up accordinsly. 
: I”. Feſſop Clerk of the Council!. 
Z 
12% Sir Henry Vane bis Litter ts Mr. ] (Typ upon the receipt of this Order of the 
oY Conncill, 
Sir, 


| Ari a quiet to my minde, and fatisfation to my conſcience 
Kin the fight of God and. man; to perceive at the firſt entrance into 
| my 


- 
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my fuffecings, that the Witneſſe ON by me, under the title of a Het» 
ling Qxeſtion ( when | was at White-ball 21. preſent) which afſervs the 
Principles, Spirit, and Juſtice of the Cauſe we have profeſſed and 
fought for in cur late Warrs } is now thought fic by thoſe that are in 
power to have the nawe given to ic of ſedjtions, elpecially confiderivg 
that the Healing nature, aud preat tendency, that cleerly ſhineth forth” 
thorow- out that diſcourſe { £o the uniting the whole party of hone 
men in the'true publipuc inter: | warranted by the Lawes of the Land, 
and In away of (afety aguitft common davger ) doth with ity own evi» 
dence wipe of the blemifh uf that repro<cly with the ſame breaikh that 
it is caſt on. 

Nay lean truly ſay, Tam very well content to take this as a marke 
of honour from thoſe that ſent it,and 35 r!16 recompence of former (or- 
vices, a8 knowing a better reward is lajd up for ms in his hands, tho» 
rough the wiſcdome of whoſe providence, this may be the means pre- 
pared to keep me unſpotted, and unidefiled from the evills of theſe back- 
ſiding times ane the day of Chrifts appearance, which ſhall be my joy, 
when my enemies ſhall be aſhamed. 

Nor can I but obſerve in this proceeding wich me, how exaQtly thoſe 
that bave made this Ocder do in this ( as in many other things at this 
day ) tread in the ftcps of the late king whoſe defign: being ( «8 18 0x+ 
preft in the Remonſrance of the tate of the Kingdone 15. December - 
1642. ) to let the Government free from all reſtraint of Laws concer- 
ning our perſons and eftates,and to render the Monarehy ab{elute,did 
think: he could have no better means to effe& it, than to caſt into eblg- 
quic and diſgrace, all thoſe that defſted to preſerve the Laws and Liber« 
ties of the Nation, and to mantaia Religion in the power of it, under 
the nam-3 of Puritans, factions and ſeditious perſons, as well knowing that 
the light ef: heir pinciples and practices, were like to ftand moſt in the 
way vi bringing is paſſe ſuch an evill deſigne. 

And truly i: is with no ſmall grief, at this time to be lamented, that 
the evill, and wrecbed principles of the miſgevernment, which the King then 
aymed to Worke our his defigne by, but could nut effit, ſhould now 
revive, ard ipring up fo evidently in the hangs of jncn profefling | 047 
nefſe ( to the great prophaning, and reproach of Geds name ) andarrÞ 
ved at maturity in praftice, which former times abharred to thinke of, 
and the deſigners themſelyes with all their pollicy and power could 
never reach. 

This appearing but with too m__ evidence in my conſcience,when 

2 the 
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—prefarGoverncure held them({elves obliged to call the people of 
theſe 3 aree Nations unto a day of pab)ique humiliation, and to invite 
= the giving is of Light and convition, wich 3 free and open profeſſi- 
b -onofa ready {ubjeRtion of mind thereunto, was a chief motive thatin= 
duced me to prepare my'tneſy,as I did, which being asked for from me 
£ one of the Couneill, T delivered in writing and it eontinned in their 
hands about a Months ſpace, with out any prohibition to Print,& rhen 
" was put to the Preſſe in the ordinary way of all other bookes, and had 
* the _aſva!! warrant for the comming forth , and nothing laid ro its | 
Chadge ever fince, till (for what reaſon of Seate I know not) it is 
naw thought meet to be called ſtditious, and occafion is taken thereby 
to threaten me with Bends, unto which 1 fay the will of the Lord be 
done; through whoſe ſupporting grace I am made not carefull in this | 
matter, ard therefore have been willing ( witheut any cwrcamlocinion | 
or advantagel might have taken )tg own with ll readinis rhat Witneſs 
for which thc Lord hath given me a kearr moſ freely to ſuff-r whatſe- 
ever he ſhall call me unto, in the faiclfull diſcharge of a p00d conKki- 
ence therein. And this being ſaid ( as is needfu'l in my own vindicati» 
on) my Anſwer te the Peper,that ordereth me to ftend comniittes!, une 
Iefic 1 will give ſecurity by Bund,@&c.and fo by my own voluntaryAtt, 
do that which may blemiſh and render ſuſp-& my innecency, ard the 
jufice and Gord of the Conſe | (uffer for z is this, That my pur pole is 
God willing, to giveno tuch Bund, but rather expoſe my (eli co the 
commitment mentioned;alchcughl muſt ingeniouſl» profef , I neither 
know, noracknowledge the Authofity, which thotr ' hat have made 
the Order, do excreiſe over me in this Caſe : Nor col conceive their 
Votes and Orders have a binding force by the Law«s of the Nation. 
This ix my Anſwer to the Paper I reccived from you, which 1 defire 
miy be accordingly preſented to their view, that ordered my Com+- 
mirmeot; my intentions being to make uſe of the little time vt liber- 
ty, which is remaining to my own diſpoſe for th: vilting of my 
near Relations in Kent where ] fh:]1 be (ure to be heard of, and howe- 
ver do propound tu my ſelf not above a weeks ſtay, before my return 
2gatu to my Houle in the Strand , ſo ſubſcribes 
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Henry Voue 


(5) 


A true Coppy of the firſt warrant. To Edward Dendy Eſq. Serjant at 
Arms &tteuding the Council), or ts his Depuftes and every of then. 


y 7 jr upon conſideration of a (edicious Book written and 
publiſhed by Sir Her. Vane Knight, Eatituled Au Healing 
©ueftion Propeunded ard Reſolved, &c. tending to the diſturbance of the 
Preſent Government and the peace of the Common-wealth, Ir was 
Ocdered by his Highneſl: and che Councill on the 21. of Awgaſt lift, 
that if he ſhould not give good ſ:curity in 5000 pounds Bond by 
Tw-ſday then next coming, to do nothing to the prejudice of this 
preſent Government, or of the peace of the Common: wealth, he 
ſhould ftand Committed. And whereas he hath not given ſecurity 
according to tbe tenor of that Order , but refaſ&h to do the ſame. 
Th-ſe are therefore to will and tequire you forthwith to apprehend, 
and take into your charge, the body of rhe ſaid Sir Henery Vane, and 
him to cenvey in ſafe cuſt;dy to the Ile of Wight, and there te de- 
Hver | im to the Governour of that Iflind, or to his D:pury, to be by 
him difp-»td of .cco:ding ro the Ocaer of his Highneffe and cheCoun+ 
cill. H-r-ot you arc nut to tail ; And for fodoing this ſhall bz 


your ft ,cor Warrant, , Signed in the Name and by Order 
Giv'n a: Wh't- hall thir 4. of bi» Highneſſe and the Council 
day rf Septeinber 1656, Hury Lawrence Preſident, 


A Coppy of the Warrant to the Governour of the Iſle of J/ight or his 

Deputy. 

Whereas upon conſid ration of a [editions B-ok, written and publiſhed by Sir 
Renry Vane Knebt, entituled an Healing Queſtion Propounded and Re- 
folved &c. ti ndne t . the diſturbance of the p. eſent Gopernment and the peace 
of th: Commmonwe 11th. It was Ordered by bts Hlighneſſe,and the Corncill cu the 
21.of 4u;.let That if be ſhould not give good ſecurity in 50001. Bond by tweſ- 
day then n-xt coming, to do wot!.iv'g tothe prejudice ofihe preſent Government. or 
of peace of the Commenwe altb,he fyenld ftandComitted. An ! whereas he hath not 
given ſecurt'y according to the ten:r of thatOrderbutrefuſes ts do the ſame, Theſe 
Cre therefore to wil and require you, to recerve into your Charge ſrom the Bea «+ 
rer bereof, the body of the ſaid Sir Henry Vane, and him to ſetyre, and keep 
Iv [fe cuſtody in ſuch place wi'bin the Ifle of Wight under your Commend, as 
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Pinere, but 511 the preſence of ſome Officer , and to continue bim thas 
WOedy Hl you ſhall receiv? ether Order; wheeeof you are net to faile. And 
this ſball be your Warrant. Signed in the name and by O,; - 


u , 
* MAS* = 


#- at White: ha!l this fourth der of his Highneſſe and the 
">. 0: Septemb:r, 1656. Council, Hen. Lawrence,Pc. 
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 _ Here followes the TESTIMONY of Sir HENRT Y ANE 
Ne delivered in writing by bis own hands. 
My Lord, | 
Aving ſomethingin my mind re ſpeak by way of more peculiar | 
addreſſe and conecrament to your Lordſhip than the rcſt of your 
company». I hays chefen to do ict by theſe lizes, as the Teftimony which 
upon this aceafion | defire to ſpeak before your ewn conlcience in the 
6 hrofGod. - 

The Scripture faith , he that will (ave his life ſhall looſe it, and he 
that will looſe hls life for Chriſts ſake and the Goſpell { In falchfull 
wicnefle bearing ) ſhall ſaveie; Tiis Word of the Lord is in efpeciall 
manner ng emong the Saints and peeple of God at this day, 
whom the Lord is bringing very eminently upos the ſtage of tryall and 
(ufferinge, and that not onely ou open enemies, that fn in a decla« 
red prophane ſpiiir, but from equalls and friends that have gone into 
the Houſe of God in company , and taken ſweet counſel! rogether;in al] 
their concern's, but yet come at Jaft to hate their Brethren, and caft 
them out under a pretence of Z-al and glorifying God therein, 

And to come a little nearer the Caſe in hand, this great Truth is ha- 
feninga Pce to be madegood in thoſe principles,that ſpirit,and courſe 
of ation your Loxdſhipis found In,and in thoſe which the Lord cnables 
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it ſome weak meaſure, tothe praRtice of , which are to cleave to what is 
io 13ght a1 d good, though power be on the other fide to oppoele it. 

{1 The Metſuage which in tormer vimes you fent me,iv in my Memory f:{f, 
i was immediately after the Lord had appeared with you againſt Duke 


$7 
[ Haniltens Army, when youbid a Friend of ming, tell your Brether 
V ane 


; »:eto own and profefſe, and is bringing me through his rich grace in 
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Pane (for ſo you then thonght hr © call me ) that you were as muciy 
unſatieficd with hls p:flive and ſuffering principles, as he was with 
your a&ive; and indeed | matt crave leave to make you this Reply ac 
this time, that] am as little fati:fied with your ative, and ſelf-eta- 
bliſhing Principles, in the lively colours wherein daily they ſhew them-0 
ſelves, _ arc or can be with my paſive Ones, and am willing in thi, 
to joyn ifſue with you, and te begg of the Lord to judre berween us 

and to give the decifion eccording ts truth and righteouſneſſe. 

And having namcd Truth and Righteovſneſſe, ſurely ic maybut too 
truly be (aid,that amengft us remains nothing but the Nome,the power 
and life thereof ſeems to be ceaſed from our land, ard is bantſh:d from 
the ſocictics of moft men ; Yer my Lord, it is that whereby the ations 
and pra&ice of all nien are to be ruled, as well of Governors as of the 
governed. Governeurs themſelves are neither to be, nor make them- 
felves morethem what in truth and righteouſnes they are and ought to 
be : When they ſwerve from this rule, they become faners and muſt 
look by tranſgreffion to fall, as well as the loweſt of the People. 

That which in wruth of fat you were,is viſibic enough to every eye, 
that is ro ſay, under the Legiſlative Authority of the People Repreſen- 
ſented in Parliament , duly choſen and rightly conſtituted : you and 
the Force under your command are the Nations firevgch, and formed 
military Power, kept up by derived Authority fromehem, at a ſertled 
Pay to be imployed for the Nations uſe and (crvice, and theirs onely 3: 
and over this Military body you are by them placcd as the head- 

This then is the Power, which duly and properly you are,and more 
than this, I am not ſaiisficd in my Conicicnce is in Truth and Righte«- 
euſnefſc, appertaining unto you; to ule this power lawfully, is your 
honour, your duty, yeur ſatety, as well as treir well-fare, and pre- 
ſervation, for whom it was railed, and ir ftill pay'd. To uſe this un--+ 
lawfully as evidegtly you'dor, when you go abuu. to afſume and efta- 
bliſh tc your (elfethe Puwer of your hea') , and at beſt will but allow- 
them bur to ſhire with youu In their knuwn Right to the Legifl ative 
Anthority, unto your whom your (elf, and the Army under your 
Command acknowledged 54 whole tobe duc, when as a (rale ſet to this 
their Authority,they cauſed juftice to be done upon the late King ; you- 
then become like that one finner, which Fceleſ.9.19. is faid to deſtroy 
much good, and do forget that wildome which teaches, and reſtcains 
from (uch unlawtull uſe of force and fircngth, is better then weapons: 


of war mannaged never (0 ſuee: {{clully in a way of Mm -”"”"" 
which: 


\ 


| zich lar peand good, whatever worldly gain and advantage in = 
leerapcAero be obtained thereby. 

; 54 fag.athou h your ownConſcience cannot butconſent to thetruch 

"afwhat is bere told you, in the name and fear of the Lord, yec being 

fRrong and truſting ro thepower of your ſword, which is Fleſk and not 

/ ; ian and not God, your heart 18 lifted wp, it you ſpeedily re» 

 pent nec, unto your defirattion ; for you arc not able to bear the r- 
” proofs of the Lord, vor the faichfull witnefſe and advice ot his Saizts 

and peoplcthat in Jove:nd true friendfhip diſſwade you from going on 

$n this way , as foreſccing and forctelling yoar ruinc and deftruſtion 
ther:in: And the fears they have, that you will not rui. « alone, fora(- 
much 85 theic outward ſafety & welfare is fo very farincluded in yours, 

Nor doth the Witncolle of the Saints which they bear agirſt youu ref 
here; but it js too evident to choſe of i kem, that have a ſpirit et di{cer. 
ning, that in reference 88 well ro Chriſt your heavenly head, as vw 
the good people of this Nation in Parliament Aſſcmbl d, and rightly 

Confticutedwho were, and ought to be your earthiy Had ; you li'e up 
our heel, and harden your felf every day more than other, in 2 fix-d 

Reſolution not to become (n'jeft, 88 is your duty, nor to ho dand 

Keep your (-If in your due flation elloted to you in the Body ; bur 

areayming at the Throne in ſpi:i- vals as well as Tem; orals; ard ro 

ſet up your ſelf ig a capacity of nut bolding your head either ji the 
one cor. fi teration orthe other. 

, Aad it this evil] be io you at the bottome, beaſſar d th: Tord will 
ſpecdily ly it open a8 before the Sun, and rone of the w:bby yuu wire 
w-aving will prove ra\'ments to covir your nakedneſ] ; reittier wil 
your agreements 01 Covenants with dzath ftard;, cven thoſe polliick 
CONtIivances a!id cop junGions with thiſr that are the emmi 3, whe- 
ther open or fecret, againſt the Spirie of I'te, .nd the workings and 
manifcfations thereof, in the ſuff ring Sains and annyiugd ones of 
th. Lord Telus, whom the Lord is ab our to own for his wiledo ve in 
the (1idſt of the Firth, unto which «xcellcnc Spirit chat ſha!l b{ fund 
in tho'e holy ones of che Lord, not unely this N tions wif dove in 
their very fupream AF mbly, but the Ruling powers of the whole 
world ſhi 1 yield tubj:Rion, and think ir their glory to become ſubs 
ſcrvient to the bringing forth of the new Hcoavens an 4 that new Eath, 

wherein dwelis rizhteouinefT; and rh; this is che foundation Sone, 

El-A and precion:, which throught «ich is ſeen 12: bÞ laid already in 

our Sion at this day, which choſe that believe ,and make uot haſty hill 
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arrive to the experience of , and ſhall diſcerne that this Stone is in eur» 
ring out amongft us without hands, to its becoming a great Moun- 
tain, ard filling the whole Earth. 

Take then in good part before it be too late, this fei:hfull warning 
and following advice of an ancient filend, but is row theughe fic 1 
be ufed ard dealt with as an Enemy. 

Break off timely your ſinncs by repentance, do judgement, execute 
juſtice, and walk humbly before the Lord; yez, rene your hearts and 
not your garments, for thoſe are the f:fts the Lord hath choſen, break 
every yoak, and ler the oppreſſed go free; in one word, p1 oceed no fur- 
ther in lifting up your ſelf againſt the Lord of Heaven, bur inftead of 
cauſing the vefſe]ls of bis houſe, even his moſt pre: ious Saints to be 
brought before youu ( as you do daily ) for te exerciſe publique ſcorn 
and trryumph over them, ſee that your true intercſt lies with rhem and 
in them, as well now as hertoforr, and endeavour to recover their 
hearts ro you, and their prayers for you, leaſt yuur God in whoſe 
hands your breath is, and whoſeareall your waier, whom you have 
not cared to glority as you ought )hould ariſe ſuddenly and teare you 
in pieces, by the immediate ſtroak of his own vengeance, and there be 
none todeliver, even ſuch of you who live in pleaſure oa the Earth, 
and have been wanten, and nouriſhed your ſclves a4 in a day of (laugh- 
ter, who have condemned, and in your hearts killed the juſt One, and 
ke doth not relift you ; Bur behold the Judge andeth at the door. 
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A Letter from a Perſon in the Countrey 
to his friend in the City : giving his judge- 


ment upon a Book entituled 


A healing Queſtion. 


Sir 
ENEMY Have received your [.crter, with the printcd Paper in 
62630659 jt enticuled A He: Ung Qneſtion propounded & Þejo'wed, 

$2 &c. & your commands with it ro give you my poor 

E245 0 2 ferſe upon it: In obfervarce of which | pretent you 

a] this, which if jt much excecde the ]imits of a Letter, 

| have only this to ſay,thar *tis in obedicrice to your orders ; ar d 

that ih: P4zti thereat is contt ated alone againft him who !'s the 
&ccaltin uf it; fur Þ write nor for any mans light but yours, 

I Have ivdeed pr} vled ir, and I may fay not withcut fome pro» 
penfity avd byas to the Autt.ours delign, becauſe of irs n—_— 
with ic, as | heard, the approbation and conſent of ſome hone 
wn, Ithink truly there is as much ſaid in ir as the Argyment 
can ell bear, yct vor fo much bur may be well away and it 
not by me, yer by {ome other vv ho may hay berrer time and abi- 
Iities for ſuch a with ; But it in telling you my thoughes upon 
the whcle, I leap from one page over che Heads of many others, 
it is not done by d.{1gne, but by necclir”, he matrer being fo 
diſpoſed ct by cur Author that I could nut avoid it. In his 
third Page he mentions two Gencrals from which all his other 
particulars are Ccrived; ard thoſe are, to ute his own words, The 
Honejt Peopl:s Jujt natural hk 12ht in Civil things, and true F reedeme 
m vwatters of Cen! rence. | (t; [1 beg Ye ur and cv; Au:thers pardon 
if Irranſp oje his O der, ard pive things «| the firft concernnienr 
the fiſt place, by which lam tryed toprocerd to anſwer thae 
Head unadcr this [ 1the, of true Þreen me 139 maetiens of corſerence ; 
which he hath oO: fined. and piven Reafouns forgiom the Jatter end 
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(2) 
of his 5. agegto near the middle of the $. But therein I doubt ewil 
helena at he to be ſure co binde up the Magiſtrate, hath fet 


—_ all others, 

I (hall willingly agree with him, That in things of the nears 
eft, and Higheſt concerninenc, all poſlible cendernefſe ought to 
be exerciſed by the Magiſtrace. But I muſt beg this ex:uſe if I 
cannotthink that in things of that nature he is wholly exclu- 
ded. He may {in in two extreames ; In not doing, and in over- 
doingz And me thinks, even what our Authour himſelf ſayce, 
That the Nations of the world have Kight and Title by the Purchaſe of 
Chrifts blood ts Freedo11 inSpirituals;doth at leall evince, That none 
have right thereunto,which do not own him,by whom only they 
can have that right, & therefore were all others exe:npred from 
that power z ſuch are not, Who ſhall puniſh blaſphemers or de- 
niers of him that bought them?(A hereſie branded by the Spirir 
it ſelfe by che name of damnable. ) Churches, as ſuch, cannot do 
it adequately to the Crime, fince the higheſt of their aQtings is 
to ſeparation or excommunication ; and what puniſhment is it 
for him that believes there is no God or Chrift, to be excluded 
from his publique Worſhip, and ordinances ? hath God taken 
care that his Glorious Name ſhould not be blaſphemed,from the 
beginning till Chriſts time , and afterwards doth not rceard it 
ro, the end of the world? nor is it competent to ſay that in the 
new Tcftament we read of no ſuch power excrciled by any Chri- 
ſtians as Magiſtrates : fnce iris evident that after ſome yeares 
that the Lord Chriſt was come in the fleſh, there were no Mapi- 
ſtrates which were Chriſtians ; but firc? any have been, it hath 
bcen both the duty and care of the good from time to time, by 
puniihing, to beare their teſtimonies againſt ſuch evills, yea even 
when wickednefſes have afſumed the names of religion; for Satan 


.- can tran+form him{elfe into an Angel of light, a erath too evi- 


cent ard fad in our dayes to be denied by any. 

I {hill ingenuoully confeſſe tro you (Sir )1 begin to ſuſpet 
thoſe moſt which in ſoul concernments docry for liberty mull 3 
the Fithops, how bitterly did they inveigh againſt the inquitt- 
tors f and how ſoone,and exatly, when they got the power, be» 
came they fuch ? the Presby terians whom the Lord made the ro 
to whip thoſe, you fe: how our Authour whips them with the 
nimes of periecutore, towards the cloſe of his 7 page, and from 
them flivs to the nexc fort of Clergie (1 wiſh his quarrell be nog 

to 


to thoſe of that calling) for he ends there, when, alas, too many 
others are even perſccuting thoſe Clergie as far as they can, that 
is, with their tongues, and if not punilhed and deterred by the 
Magiſtrate, would queſtionlefſe do ic with theirs Hands allo ; 
tor *cis, as to the puniſhing of others, a ſhort and eatie ſtep from 
declaring the guilt to aRing of its penalty. 1 have truly my 
ſelfe heard ſome averr, that they eſteemed ica religious duty to 
call ſuch as we owne to be Miniſters of the Goſpel, hirelings, 
dumbe dogs,Baa!s Prieſts, and (clers of the gifts of the holy Spi- 
rit ; where note by the way, theſe franticks confefle theſe (aid 
Miniſters they ſo miſcall, have the gifts of the holy Spirit ; elſe 
they could not make merchandize of them z for rhey cannot fell 
what they have not ; nay they are either {o ignorant or malici- 
ous as to allow them the beſt gift, to accuſe thema for imploy- 
ing ic the worſt way , bit if they haveir, Ye enſure their acculers 
they cannot ſo diſpote of i:;now I would gladly knuw where but 

from the Magiſtrate (b3ll tuch oppref{ed be relieved ? fince from 
ſuch people themlelves, we cannor hope they will puniſhany of 

cheir owne number, had they any diſcipline among them ; be- 

C1uſe that which Is their fault, is a part of rheir religion : bur ir 

may be ſaid thac this is a cleare ated evill, and theretore cogno- 

{cible by the Magittrate. I lay fo too z but thoſe which arc guilty 

of it will deny it, and alleadge ſome internall diftate or ims+ 

pulſe carried them .to doit, and therefore *cis a part of their 

worſhip, to at what the Magiſtrate and others think a part 

of their duty to puniſh. If ic be (aid they are miſtaken; I defireto 

know who are competent judges therein z and they will anſwer 

in our Authors owne words, p, 6. about the midſt of it ; ey 

ſhouldeſt thuu ſet at nought thy brather in matters of his faith, 
and conſcience, and therin intrude into the proper «ffice of Chriſt 

ſince we are all t: ſtand before his Fudgment ſeat, whether Gevernours, 
or governed, and by his diciſion only are capable of being declared with 

certainty to be in the right or m the wrong, (0 that it you puniſh or 
reftrain ſuch peop!e, you deny, according to whac our Authour 
ſayes, that right which the Nations of the worid are inti:led un- 
to by the Purchaſe of Chrilts bloodzand it you do not, you tye 
up the thecp of the fluck,whilſt you let looſe the Wolves,& while 
youcry up liberty,you allow &authorize perſecutions] iay perſe- 
cution,though ic be only of the tongue ;and how forea one that 
is, the Spirit doth in divers places, witneſfl:, ob g, 2. it is 
called 
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c:ll-d che ſcourge of the DR .. 5 4. Therongue is cal- 
I:da iharp ſword. And topaſsby a cloud of other witneffcs in 
this brhalf,Fer. 18.18, it is ſaid by the ungodly there, which 
conſpired againſt the Piophet, Let us ſmiite bm with 1he tongue; 
which evinces this (rt of peri: cuction is not only known ty be 
one by the bad, bur telc as {uch by the good ; nay, Michael the 
Arch-Angel, 7x. g verſc,though contending wich the Divell, 
durſt not bring 2gainft him any rayling acculation; and totally 
to ſtop the mouths of ſuch perſecutors, and ro maniteft whilft 
they raile they cannor pretend religion tor it, fee what Fames 
ſaich,Chap.1. 26. verſe.If any man ſeem to be religions amon. ſt you., and 
bridle not bis tongue, 1h it mans religion is vain. A cleare and Fer- 
tile Sc ripture,& ſuchas we have as much cauſe to credit isChiifts 
ſentence in that caſe, as if we had heard him pronuunce it ; fo 
that we need not doubt herein, or leave that to his final! Sen. 
rence in Heaven, which he by his Spirit hath given us {o expli- 

cicely on earth : we may as well if any Ba'pheme Gd, or den 
the moſt Efſentiall! Fandamencrals in Religion, leave that alſo till 
the Jaſt Judgement to determine with certainty whither ſuch 
a man be therein in the right or in the v rong, 25 J-ave tuch men 
only to ſuch deciſion ; wee bave noihing more for this than we 
have for that, therefore | trar the Latitide var Authour p: opos 
ſes will be (o far from weaning the people tron that Biting, 
devouring, Wrathfull {piric he mentions, that jt will bur pro- 
voke and allow it. Ic is catier for authority to bridle Min than 
for men to dridle themlielves;elſe why are there lawes eſtabliſhed 
in civil, or diſcipline in ſpirituall chings ? ſuch avowed Prin- 
cipler, as genuinely, and naturally tend to the defiriiftion of So- 
ciety and government arenot to be tolerated in any, though 
afſ:mcd under the {pecious and high pretence of Religion,which 
jz {ſo for from being deflrutive to either that ir is the beſt and 
rongelt foundation and Cement of both. Who [ſhould have ſup- 
peſt choſe franticks of Munſter but the Magiſtrate ? ſhonld their 
pea ct conſcience havetied up his hands? and wou'd any (bur 
ot (th: ir nimnberJnave had him fer them murcher as many as they 
wonld or could, and have ſtayed till the Laſt day to have had ir 
judged wich certainty vii-ther their murdrings by their preten- 
dd religion had becn righr or wrong ? Or ſhould any in theſe 
dayes aſſume their principles could any think the Magiſtrate 
without 
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wichour Breach of Tiuit and duty could waite patiently till 
hey were afted 7 ] am certain it it would be roo ſoone tor: him 
ic dy any thing beturc, then ic might be too late for him to do 
ic atterwards ; how it a growing tociety of men (hould own as a 
Scripuwe truth thatnone have title to be governours, but the 
ſaints (though cruch ir (elte hath cold us, that the Kingdome of 
the King, ot the Saints is not of this world, & that having food 
and 1aiment vnly, wee ſhould therewithall be content) and that 
none are laints bur themiclves z every Magiftrate theretoure that is 
not of that feather, muft be either excluded, or be judge over his 
brothers conlcience 3 who hath ſo complexed, and inter-w9- 
ven things of government,and things of conicience, that none can 
ieparate the one from th+ other, nor be a judge in one, but in 
boh. 

L ſhall, Sir, willingly and clearely agree, that in opinions of 
ieigion, though their prefeflors ditter from the truth in che 
pidgement of che Magittrate, yet if they areſo innocent as to be 
prejudicial] in their aCt or in their dire cenfequence unto none 
but thole which imbrace them, all putſivle gentlen« (I: an4 tor- 
bearance ought to be exerciſed towards (uch; and it is a Daty 
5 endeavour their reſtoring in the ſpirit of mecknH-, contide- 
tinz Iſt wealſo be tempred ; bur 1 betecch you ($i) ublzrve 
how cur Authour detignes that the liberty he mentions, thuuld 
nur beinftiinged, viz. Even by laying a reſtraint therein 1994 the 
ſurream: Power before it be erelied, and this as a furdementall 
«1/{1tution emmngft ctber,upen which the free conſent of the people 15 
grven to have their Perſons brought into the exerciſe of the ſupream Au- 
thority over them, and on their behalf, as it 1s exp-eſſe!, rewards th: 
m:ddle i the 7th. P.g. By which, methinks, ic is evident chat our 
Authour would have no ſupreame Authority ſet up rill they are 
tryed co that which would make chem merit to be pulled down x 
& I muſt plainly confefſe, Iknow not who thoſe can be(according 
to his grounds )which can lay a reſtraint upon the {upreame Au- 
thority,'either before or after its eretion ; Forit muſt be either 
by a parc of the good people, or by all; it cannot be by all ; for 
the reftraint muſt be Jaid before all be met in a capacity to at, 
and it is an act to lay a Reſtraint; and it by a part, by what cighe 
can they lay reſtraints upon the whole ? that were to doe what 


the Authour moſt complaines of 3 how everl will make uſe 
of 


6 


of this paſſage in this ſeventh ) to reply to a part of his thir- 
geen page, wherein he laments, and earncltly asks, why ſo refined 
# party of men are not infiruied with their righttwhich queſtion 1] will 
anſwer with another, if they are not capable and fit to be inſtru- 
Qed with their rights, why doth he complain that they are not ? 


and if they are, why would he denie them, and fetter them in 
the things of the noblefſt concerment, or doubt their honeſty, if 
- this particular be not their right, that they would declare fo 
much, fince it is in a matter fo cvident and cleare as he alleadges 
this is. 

Bacthat you may ſee whether this refined party did fight for 
thac Liberty he mentions, obſerve | beleech yuu what they did 
eitherin cheir detufive capacity, or as repreſented in or by their 
Parliament, in which moftproperly they ſpeak and aft. 

As tothe fiſt, you ſhal have our Authors own words & obſer- 
vation to cleare it, which alſo he accompanics with this expreſ- 
fhrongthet it is « thing will not ſuddenly be out of memoryviz. when the 
laſt King made war againſt the Scots, be was deſerted by all the good 
people of England ; whereby it is evident, thoſe which he calls perſe- 
enting Presbyters, were owned as good men by the good people ; 
and whether thoſe do allow at his freedome is as cleare by thc 
gitle he gives them of perſeccutors, As to the ſecond, | appeale to 
his owne conſcience, whether he doth not know,and believe that 
the people repreſented in the long Parliament, (and I chink he 
will owne none other ſince which have ated, to bea true res» 
preſentative) had not begun to eſtabliſh, and would not have 
continued that diſcipline in Church affires which he cals Per- 
ſecuring : ſo that as yet whatever hath been d«clared by the 
people diffufively or colleftedly, hath been contraditory to our 
Authours libcrcy. And poflibly this may be the caufe why, 
though he cries them up tor fo refined a party and fit to be tru- 
ſed, yet that in this particular he would binde up their hands 
abſolutely & not truſt chem at all, I wil hope ourAuthour is not 
popilhly inclined, becaufe of his expreflions in the latter end of 
his fevench Page (viz) Thet by what be propoſed a great part of the 
outward exerciſe of antichriftian Tyranny and Bondege would be pluc- 
ked wp by the roots. Yet permit me to ſay,if his notion be prattiſed, 
be hath left as free a lacitude for the exerciſe of the profeilion of 
the Papifis, as for the profeſſion of the Truth, and his yo 
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7 
dent the Honeſt party of 2 neverdid defign;and if our 
Author docs, he had need truly to ſhackle and manacle their Re» 
reſentative before they fir, ſince they will never doe that to 

themſelves after they fir. But that you may ſee how little cauſe 

our Author hath to be offended in this particular, read but the 

35, 37, and 38. Articles of the Government, wherein ſo large a 

latitude is allowed in matters of conſcience, that I think no man 

hath reaſon to repine that he hath not enough. 1 wiſh ſome good 

men do not think, if any cauſe of complaint be, it be not on the 
other hand. Bur if our Author will not credit the Government, 
I defire but that he will credit himſelf, ro evince the truth of what 
I aſſere ; For in the upper part of his eight Page he makes uſe of 
theſe very words, That therein (viz. true Freedome in matters of Cone 
ſcience) the preſent Governours have been willing very eminently to give 
their teſtimony in their publique Declarations 3, ſo that whit grievance 
is found amonz ſt us thercin, 15 in prob ability more from the off c10uſneſs 
of ſubordinate Miniſters than otherwiſe. Our Author not condiſ- 
cending co (et down either wherein ſuch ſubordinate Minifters 
have been too officious, or the perſons who have been ſo, me- 
thinks evidences that any cauſe of grievance therein is rather pre- 
tended than acted ; For it any ſuch really and aftually had been, 
tis not likely they had remain'd urcomplained of, fince thereby 
une of theſe ewo Ends had been attained, a Redveſſe of the ill, or. 
failing thereof, a clear Diſcovery that ſuch Declarations 2nd 
I,1ws were only intended todelude and not proteft ſuch tender 
conſciences; either of which carry in them too much cauſe of 
fatisfaftion or cumplaint to have been unefſayed, had there been 
grounds forir: And tis very improbable ther cur Governours 
ſhould mike Lawes not to obſerve them, whereby they muſt nor 
only have been tuund guiley of Hypocritie, but alſo by fleighting 
their own Rules in ſome caſes have invited the people to have 
done the like in many, it not in all others, 

Having thus (Sr) exprefied unto you my poor apprehenſions 
concerning this one General relating to true Freedome in matters 
of conſcience; I (hall proceed to the other, which- is, the Peoples 
juſt Right mm civil things, which our Anthor makes chiefly, if not 
only, to conhiſt in enjoying the Freedome to ſet up meet perſons 
in thc place of ſupreme judicature and authority amongſt them z 
In which I believe, things being thronghly examined, there will 
remain 


remain as little caufe of complaint as in the former z For in 
that particular the government hath been fignally and juſtly 
careful to provide, as may appeare from che ſixth ro the twenty = 
fifch Article of it, by which we arc more ſafe therein than ever we 
yet were, and poſlibly as ſafe as the nature and qualiry of ſuch a 
thing can well admic : Bur perhaps our Author is not ſatisfied 
that any which have been againſt us, ſhould be reſtored,after three 
Triennial Parliaments, to a capacity of being eclefted, or of 
becomming electors of Members in ſucceeding Repreſentatives : 
If that be the quarrel (as ſome of his expreſſions ſeem to inferr) | 
fhall delire him to read but his own words aboat the midſt of nis 
ſeventeenth Page, wherein he ſaies; If as the Foundati'n of all, the 
Soveraignty be acknowledged to reſide originally in the wbole Body of 
«dberents to this cauſe, whoje natural and inherent Kight thereunto 15 
of a far antienter date than what is obtained by ſucceſs of therr Armes, 
and ſo cannit be abrogated even by conqueſt it ſelf,if that were the caſe, 
&c. Which words it rue, methinks clearly prove, that our Gu- 
vernors have dune thoſe people whom we through che providence 
of Gcd have conquered, more wrong in debarring them ſo lung, 
then the Guod people in d:ibarring th:m nolonger; For it it be 
ſuch a n2tural and inherent Right that even conquit it (clte 
cannot abrgate ir, how come they ro loſe it? And if ir be (aid 
that none [ave a Right thereunto but by adhering ro the Good 
cauſe, thin vur Author contradifts himlelfe, fince he faies this 
Right is ot « tzr antienter date than what is obtained by (ice: 
and armes, Bur in my opinion the Wiſdome and Care of tholec 
which compiled the Government, is ſignally evident in this par- 
ticular ; for {» long our enemies are excluded as a com} ctent 
time to wear ot that heat and animoſity which they have con- 
traced apait,? {cir conquerotrs; As allo ro let them rellith and 
th1oughly know the tweere and benefit of this Governmy nt above 
that which th; corded tor 3 Aud pulibly roo, as a time tor 
eriall of their gvod behaviour, which tis likely they cannot coun- 
terfeit{o many years: And they are excluded no longer, nor for 
ever, Icft ic ſhould perpetually cntaile thoſe Diviſions which in 
wiſdome and chat ity we ihould endeavour to Healc and Cement. 
Belides, our Author neere the latter end of his twentieth Page 
mentions, as 4 neceflary thing, that when the ſupreme authority 


ſkould be convened, according to his device, one of their firſt Acts 
ſhould 


9 ROT EI TONg EPR aoun* 


) 

ſhould be to paſs an Aﬀ of obn$ed. which doubtleſs is not that 
our enemies {hould forget they ever had a Right and Title to 
ele& or beeleted ; Or ifthis be meant, I think all things elſe 
will appear rather a Name than a Thing. 

Bur lince that contraries being oppoſed, dce the better illu- 
ſtrate and ſet forth each other, let us take a proſpet of what our 
condition was before the war,and our now government,and what 
"ris by it, The King was never bound to call a Parliament,at leaſt 
never did but when he could hardly avoid ic : the Prote&or is 
tied tO call a Parliament every third yeere, ſometimes oftner, The 
King when a Parliament was call'd, could or did at his pleaſure 
diſſolve it ; the Protetor when a Parliament is called,cannot dit- 
{olve or prorogue it without its own conſent till five moneths be 
eltthaxe, a time competent to make or repeal Laws, and call to 
account and puniſh the great c&:nders, the true and proper ends. 
of Parliament. The King had or afſumed a Negative Voice to all 
Bills preſented to him by the Parliament ; Or at leaſt denyed 
them with a French complement, Le Roy S'aw:ſera : The Protetor 
hath but rwenty dayes Deliberation, and then if not by common 
content altered, they paſs without him. The King in the inter- 
vals of Parliament was not yoaked with any council which had 
a Negative upon him: The ProteQtor is. The King choſe all 
his Council : The ProteQor, «excepting the now Council which 
could not be a avoided,in effect chooſes no more ; bur the people 
doe it in their Repreſentatives; for they nominate All that are to 
be choſen, though the ProteRor out of ſuch ſonominated does 
at lait chooſe; And for the Council that now are, what can Par- 
liaments delire more than it they Govern well to have the people 
enjuvy the Benefit 7 It ill, themſelves to avoi.! the Blume, to at the 
redreſle, and to impoſe the Puniſhment ? Had a Parliargent no- 
minarted the Council, they cuuld have had but the fſatisfation 
of their own opinions that the Council wonld have atrcd as they 
ought; and the opinion of an Alſ.mbly never wade a man other 
than he is ; But che Punitive puwer being ever in thr Hands, 
they are as fate as a thing of that nature can admit ; No authority 
can prevent a mans being, evil, ir can but puniſh him ter his 
having been ſo. The King made all his grcar Officers in rhe 
three Nations without the Knowledpe or Content of the Parlia- 
ment : The Pruteftor can make none wichour buth.. The King 
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commanded the YL. and by our deliring it from 
him, even when our Pritoner, we implicitely owned that right 
was in himy the Protefor can doenothing with the Milicia, a 
Par)iament ſetting without their conſent z and in their intervals 
without the councill, who are a kind of repreſentative of the 
people. The King not only as fuch,but by vertue of the Laws had 
thereby ſo enſnared the conſciences of good men, that with- 
our being Rebels chey could not ſhun being Marcyrs if they con- 
tinued in this Commonwealth: the ProteQor by che government 
hath taken off choſe Inquiſition-lrke and ſevere Lawes, and not 
only doth admit bur proteRts all ſuch as profeſſ- fairh, in God 
by Jeſus Chrift, though differing in jndgemeinc from the do- 
&cine, worthip and diſcipline publiquely held forth, ſo that 
they abuſe not this liberty to the civill injury of others, 
nor to the atuall diſturbance of the publique peace, and do nor 
under this profellion hold forth and praRice licenciouſnefl: : 
provided that liberty extend not co Popery. A whole- 
{ome proviſion which our Authors libercy hath quite I:ftr ouc 
or forgot, 

Theſe, befides many others, are the rich and high fruits of 
thoſe vi&ories which the Lord in Mercy hath given his people, 
which are ſuch, that if any things are prom". to compenſate 
the expence of 10 much time, treaturc,and precio..s blood, theſe 
are z and indeed wee ſeem hardly co want any thing but grate- 
tull quiet ſpirits, under what we poffeſſe, By all which iris evi- 
dent, that the peoples juſt rights in civil things (which our Au- 
thor makes chiefely, if not only ro conliſt in free national aſ- 
(emblies ) are not ovly comprehended in the government, but 
ſo explicirely ſet down that he which runs may read, which 
makes mee hardly abſtaine from repining at any man that ſhall 
endeavour to looſe this knot, and caft away our preſent cercain- 
ties, only to try new experiments and concluſions z bur poſlibly 
our Author wil not be ſatished,unleſle things of a civil nature be 
left at as much uncertainty as thoſe of a ſpiritual; for cowards the 
latter end of his 20 pape, he bath theſe expreſſions (viz) the 
people repreſented in their higheſt ſtate of Sovereignty, s they have 
the Sword in their hands unſubjefted unto the rules of crvill govern- 
mentybut what themſclues aſſembled to that purpoſe do think fit to 
make. By which he ſeems to inferre, that by our ſuccefſe we have 
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f..aght our felves into nothing but what hereafter ſh.'! be cfa- 
bliſhed. I thinke very tew men when the war began, di enxage 
in ir upon that account, and tor that end ; tor my parti © 4not, 
though in praye1s, in counſel, in perſon, and in Purſe, | have 
been of it from the tift day till this houre ; the Fi !ia- 
ment by their declaration Rating the grounds of their taking up 
Armes, which invited all the good people thereunto, mention«4 
no ſuch thing ; but on the contrary enumerated thoſe rights 
which were denicd to them, ard thoſe wrongs which had been 
obtruded on them ; the firft of which they ſought to vbtaine, and 
the laſtto repaire and vindicate; and indeed to my poor capa= 
city it would ſeem a kinde of enchantment,thatthings proſecuted 
ſhould be real & certaine when they were fought for, and ſhould 
eurne into ſhadowes & notions when acquired by the defeat of 
him who denied thew.Jt would doubtleite extenuate the criine of 
the common enemy in doing what they did,had they known we 
defigned what our Author duth z no doubtlefle, we bad a known 
right to tight for before Armes were taken up, which by vitoii- 
oully defending, and regaining we have not loſt ; but perhaps 
ſome may ſay,our Author a'cribes this boundleſs power to what 
the people duely afſembled in their Repreſentatives may aCt; but 
I finde what he ſpeakes is not of what they may doe, as an 
m of their Author ity, but what is done as an effect of Con- 
ueſt, 

T Our Author proſecutes his treatiſe in telling us firſt the 
qualifications of the perſons which have adhered to this 
caulez tecondly, the capacity wherein they have been found from 
time to tim: carrying it on, As to the firſt, he ſayes, they here 
#onſt amtly ſhewed their forwardneſſe in it, in Purſe, Perſon, or coun- 
ſell as the cauſe is truly tated in the tws branches thereof, already 
Jpoken unto, as itis more largely expreſſed from the midſt of his 
8 page, co the midſt of his 9 page ;only I am co obſerve that 
one marke of their qualifications, hath been thar in order to 
thoſe ends, they have hood by the Army in det:nce and ſnpport 
thereof, againſt all oppoſition whatever ; that is, nor only a» 
gainft the common enemy,bur againſt the Parliement it iclf-.ti:t, 
when one of ics two eftates did not their duty, and alio whe: the 
other failed in theirs. And the Author doth give you an excel- 
lent reaſon tor their having ſo done,(viz) 4s thoſe that by the grow» 
ing /icht of theſe times bave been tanght > led forth in their expert- 
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ences to. look above and beyond the Letier, Form and outward Circuns 
ſtances of Government, into the ouward Keaſon and Spirit ther, of, 
therein only to fix and termimate, 10 the leaving behind all empty ſba- 
_ dlowes that would obtrude themſz!lues into the place of true Freedome. 
Which words a:cexprefT d about the midit of his ninth PIC + 
And I believe are {et down by him, not only to juftific what is 

alt, but to authorize what may be ated in the future; for it ir 

ce allowable in preceding times, ic may in parallel ur reſembling 
caſes bealluw-d in tim-s to come 3 Aud what a gap or rather 
breach this would open for all confufions and diſorders, is {© 
cleare, that to ſpend any time in illuſtrating of ic were to make ir 
ſeem leſs evident than it is. Doubtleſs (Sir) we of the Army had 
a better Warrant for what we did than this affertion of His ; 
And if breach of politive engagements on the cone fide, and of an 
invincible neceſlity on the other, could or did over authorize ſach 
procedure as ours,we ſhall have no more cauſe to blulh in owning 
it than ] hope we ſhall ever have again co repeat it. Bu: I ſhall 
not inſiſt upon this point, becauſe | write onlytor, and co a Per- 
ſon, that I know hath no doubts in it. 

I will now return to obſerve what conſiſtency there is berween 
my Authors exprcſlions in his foregoing words of the ninth Page, 
and his ſubſequent ones in the tenth ; In which, having erected 
his ſupreme judicature, hetels us 3 unto the w:{4;mg of their Laws 
and Orders the ſword is tro becrme moſt entirely ſub i 7 an! [ii ſrroent, 
and this without the l:aft cauſe of jealouſie or unjajety 10 the ſtandin; 
Army, or the Gcod Peoble adbering to this Cauſe. But ſuppoſe 
that the Army or a part of the Good people ſhould diflike the 
atings of theic ſupreme judicature,(as what hath once been, may 
rationally be thought may be-again) and this upon the account 
(as they may alledge) of the growing Light of theſe times; And 
bow far ic may grow before it ceaſeth God only knowes, fince 
even ina few years time ic hath been Bright enough &o fhew Some 
(as our Author would have it) how to look above the letter, 
forme, and outward circumſtances of Goyernment into the in- 
ward Reaſon and Spirit thereof, and to make ſome individuals 
better and more competent Judges of all theſe, than thoſe which 
even thoſe (elf ſame individuals had impowered to judge and aCt 
for them ; Nay, than ſuch as all the whole Nation had Autho- 
riſed for the like endsz Our Anthor in ſuch a Caſe either mui 
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not allow this Latitude to ſome particulars above the whole, and 
thereby exclude them from the benefit of this extraordinary 
growing Light, which once was wiſely and happily made uſe of 
an4 therefore may the better be trufted nnto tro AR againe by; 
Or muſt allow ir them and then that ſubjeion and lubleryiency 
mentioned by kim, vaniſhes by his own confeſſion into Aire, and 
with it not only the form but effence of all Government, He 
muſt 1 doubt extinguiſh this new growing Light ere he calls his 
ſuprem judicaturezor elſe it will grow neer to extinguiſh them, 

Burt indeed our Author in the ſame ninth Page when he comes 
to acquaint us with the capacity wherein theſe perſons qualified 
as atorelaid have ated, He tels us very ingenuoully z | That it hath 
Leen very [eldome if ever at all ſo exaiily and in: al pornts conſonant 
to the Kules of former Laws and conſtitutions of Government as to be 
clearly and fully juſtified by them any longer than the Law of ſuce«ſſe 
and Conqueſt did upbold them who had the inward warrant »f juſtice 
and righteouſneſſ- ts encourage them in ſuch their allings.] What this 
inward warrant 1s cannot with more difficulty be made ont than 
if allowed at al),calily pleaded and afſumed by any as well as the 
Good people : Bur ſince ſuch invilible warrants may be in diffe- 
rently pretended by Both, "wil be wifedome to leave no Rite for 
their being pretend<d unto by either ; which, God be praiicd,our 
now Government hath done. 

In our Authors 16. and 17tb pages He does much complaine 
that any Paity thould ingrots and afſume to them(clves the office 
of Scveraign Rule and Power , and impoſe them(clves as the 
competent judge of the ſafety and good of the whole, withour 
their free and due Conſene, Adding 5; That this is that Anarchy 
which is the fir/t fiep aud viſe to Tyranny, and layes the Grounds of 
manifeſt conful on and diſorder, expoſing the Ruling Power to the next 
band that 1n the rext [p>ortunity can lay bold on the ſword. &c, But 
he will doe w-ll to Remember that he hath not only already 
allow:d this, bue commended it ; And how it hereafcera part of 
the whole again ſhouid bave an inward warrant to pretend the 
like , will not he permit ſuch to try by the Law of ſucceſs and 
Conquft to uphold chat inward warrant of juſtice and righte- 
ouſneſs which encourages them in ſuch their atings ? twil be 
hard ro coramend this in ſome, and condemn it in ochers ; Nay 
twill (cecm unjuft not to permit thoſe which have che principle - 
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ſelfe, eo try to at that, which = can, and, which If ic ſucced 
ſafficiently will (as our Author ſayes) juſtitic ic. 

But indeed it is harder for us of the Army to have our Caſe 
thus egregiouſly mittated, though we muſt confeſs we are very 
muchgobliged to our Author,who having ſo wrongly let ic down, 
does yer excuſe us in it, nay does extoll that in us, which he him- 
ſelfe (ayes will be the way to Anarchy, confuſton and Tyranny 
in all others. 

If our Author be not a Souldier, ſure he hath a mind to be 
one; for hetels us in the midſt of his tenth page, That rhe Mili- 
tary intereſt and capacity is the intereſt & capacity of the whole B1dy of 
the good people, & that in that poſture they are moſt properly [on:raygn, 
and poſſeſs their Right of Natural ſoveraignty, For my pariyl ſhall 
clearly confeſs | do not underlitand that there is, or ever was ori- 
ginally a natural ſoveraignty in any Society 3 For no Society is 
by nature, but by pa or agreement 3 and till ſuch paR or agree- 
ment, every individual was naturally in a ftate of War, like I/h- 
macl whole hand was againſt every one, and every ones hand 
againſt him, which wild and unſafe ſoveraignty all men being 
{enfible of, laid it down upon agreed on conditions, by which 
all were obliged ro help each other in the defence of their com- 
mon Bargain ; So that no Body of People have foveraignty by 
nature but by paſt; And we have doubcleffe a better and more 
firme Right than this natural one which our Author mentions ; 
I mean a Legal Righr, to which all have ſubjeted theml(elves 
explicitely, and by which no cvalions are left tor Diſobedience, 
at leaft fewer than in that natural Right our Autkor mentions, 
which poſſibly never was,nor ever will bedefined in all the par- 
ticulars and branches of it. Bur it our Author benotalready a 
Souldier, | think ic will be beft try keep him from being one. For 
he that talks of the Army's Continuing as long as the good 
People,which he clearly does in the latter end of his centh page, 
wherein he mentions Their contmmuing every one with ther Army, 
is Rot fitto be of it ; for I verily believe there are few, if any, 
among us (at leaſt known or avowed) bur are more troubled 
there is caule to keepe up the Army, than they would be that 
there were none, and they forthwith disbanded. But before | 
proceed farther,permit me I befeech you to obſerve one expreſſion 


more in the ſame page, (viz) The good peoples Army raiſed by ther, 
wherein 
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wherein he doth ſure allude to what ſhould be if his Utopia tooke 
placez& conſequently that a new Army ſhould be raiſed; or elſe 
why is ic (aid railed by them?Continued by them, had been more 
ſignifican: & clear, if his ſenſe had nor been ſuch as | underſtand 
ie to bez and indeed all his expreſſions are fo full of ftrength 
and light in what he doth ſet down, that this exyreſſion makes 
me the more confident I have hit upon his intentions in thoſe his 
words, which if | have, many genuine Inferences may be there- 
by culle&ed, which may well manifeſt the drfigne our Author 
drives at, but indeed are too voluminous for a Letter. 

Bur I cannot omit one paffage of hisin his 11. page towards 
the midſt of it, (viz) The Army  puitong themſelves with their fellow 
Adberents to the cauſe under the Rule and Autherity of their own ſus 
pream Judicature, they loſe not their Power or ſoverargnty ; but by 
becomming one civil or Politique incorporation with the whole party of 
noneſt men they doe keep the ſoveraignty, as originally ſeated m them- 
ſelves, and part with it only but as by deputation, and repreſentation 
of themſelves when it is brought into an orderly way of exerciſe , by 
being pkt into the hands of Perſons cboſen aud intruſted by themſelves 
to tbas purpoſe, 

By which words he would infuſe into the pcople, that the 
Army believe they have acquired the ſoveraignty over all; which, 
if crue, inighe juftly render us worthy of the hatred cvcn of our 
friends and brethren 3 nay by his words he not only makes us 
enſ]avers of the people in this age, but may poſſibly make us the 
like in ages to come ; for if the original right is in us as the Ar- 
my, and we part with it but by deputation, we may as well re- 
call our right from thoſe to whom we {hall depute it. Whereby 
the Army {hall become indeed the ſupreame Authoricy, andas 
our Author hath deſigned it, the Army (hall alwaics be. 

We are, the Lord knows, but too ill of our ſelves, and need 
no ſuch Painters, who through deligne, or ignorance, draw us 
worſe than through mercy we are, or | truſtever ſhall bez he 
ayes, we are lovely in thoſe clothes he hath Clad us with, 
but makes all others to be monſters which ſhall weare the like, 
Having now | hope evinced unto you, that by the government we 
are now through providence under, the people enjoy true free- 
dome in matters of conſcience & their juſt right in civil things, & 
thoſe to be conveyed to them by their Repreſentatives duely cho- 
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' (ſen, and nor fettered or Es. . A our Author would have 
them, 1 ſhall now proceed to what remaines, 

He tells us in bis firſt and 2 pages, That ibis canſe hath ſtill the 
ſame goodneſſe in it as ever, and is as much as ever in the Hearts of 
the good people who have adhered unto it;that it is not leſſe tobe walued 
nowgtban when neither blood, nor treaſure were thought too dear to cay- 
ry it 0n ; that the perſons engaged in it,are ſtil the ſame as before, with 
the advantage of being more tryed,more inured to danger & hardſhip, 
&c. All which being grants d,methinks, doth clearely infer thar 
the good people,by their continuing quiet, do evidently contefle 
they have got what they chiefly contended for z or that what re- 
maines unacquired,is not worthy to be folicited by engaging in 
new warres,or hazarding what through mercy they now pofleſs; 
poſſibly we have not all we aimed ar, and poſlibly it is well for us 
as well as others that we have not. There are many things men 
would endeavour to obtain, when a war is made,which they wil 
noc make a war to obtain z beſides it is likely we are but too po- 
litive in not acouieſcing in any thing ſhort cf all we drove at, 
which may have juſtly provoked the Lord to have denied us our 
hearts wiſh, that we might have more of dependency upon his 
good wil,% leis of eftimation tor our own deligns & ons 

Our Authour tels us that if a ſupreame repreſentativegwere conſti» 
tuted as aforeſaid ,hard!ly aſterwards any new thing nould ftick, as to 
the forme of admmiſftration,and deſcends ty a tending councull of tate 
ſettled fer 1j-, wheſe orders ſhould be tinding m the 1ntervalls of na- 
tional aſſemblici as far as they were conſonant 19 the ſettled Lawes ; 
the vacancy or death of any of which to be ſupplied by the vote of the 
Major partof themſelves (but herein the people are more bcho]d- 
ing to the government, than to our Authour z for by it, the pec- 
ple in their Repreſentatives, chooſe ſuch councellors, and dv 
not permit them to chooſe themſelves, which if allowed, mighr 
entaile both them & FaCtion,upon the people)Nay he continues ) 
would there beany juſt exception to be taken, if it ſhould be agreed 
as anctber part of the fundamental! conſtitution of the government, to 
place the branch of ſoveraignty, which chiefly reſpetis the executi- 
on of the Lawes,in the hands of one ſingle Perſon, and for the greater 
Rrength and b)nour unto this office, that the execution of all Lawes 
and orders, that art binding, may goe fo th in his name, aud all diſc» 
bedience tberennto,and conen;pt thereof, be taken as done to the peo- 
ples 
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ples ſoveraignty 3 whereof be bears the Image iy repreſentation Oc, 

then again in the ſame 13 page. Would ſuch an office as this, 
thus ſtated, carry in it any mconſiſtency, with a free ſtate ? Nay, if it 
be well conſidered, would it nt be fonnd of excellent we, to the well- 
being of Magiſtracy, founded upon this right. ous bottowe, that ſuch 
# Lienetenancy of the peoples ſruerargnty, in theſe three Nations, may 
alwaies reſidein ſouge one, wr ſome more perſons,,n whoſe adminijtrati- 
on that which is reward and puniſhment, may ſhine forth. 

By all which, Sir, you may evidently perceive he is ſo far from 
being againſt thoſe main hinges and Pillars upon which our 
Government moves, and by which it js ſupported, that he gives 
preznant and {trony arguments for them; only he would have 
the people doe it, and I ſay they have done ir already, even in 
the choice of their laſt Parliament, and in the Parliament it (elte ; 
nay, I dare averre that never any Government in the three Nati- 
ons, was more fully and explicitely owned by the people, than 
this now in exerciſc hath been ; neither ever yet was any forme of 
Government more clearls expoſed to the peoples judgements, nor 
receive by them than this hath been.l am certain that Common- 
wealch was not, which we ſo lately have extricated our ſelves cut 
of, and which polibly our Author may not be undefirous ro have 
us revertunto; for that mutation was made cnly by the remnane 
of a Repreſentative, in which too many of the people had none to 
ſpeak? or at for them : Bur ch's forme of Government we now 
are un Jer (viz.) by a ſingle perion and a Parliament, was fent 
down into every Shire and County of the Nations, that none 
(except enemies and people not worth 200. /. ) might pretend 
ignorance, or be dcnied his opinion and vot2 i and upon fuch 
proote and tryal, the people not only embrace it, bur even tied 
every individual of their Repreſentative not to alter it. But our 
Author may fay, that indenture by which they did ſo, was fent 
down to them to lign ; and I ſay, bur it was ftened by them 3 the 
Government did but ofer the condition, but *twas the people did 
acceyr itz Our Author may farther ſay, *twas a few of the people 
did ſo; to which 1 anſwer, that either thoſe which did ir were 
the greater or the lz.cr namber of the peoy!e; If the leſſer, how 
comes it about the greater did not oppoſe it? if the greater, the 
objefion ceaſes, If all are firron'd, and all doe not aprear, 
thoſe which do are to bc reputed as all , cle no ck&icn could be 
made or elteem:d valid. | 

Our Author ſp. as of @ ;eneral Councii or Convention to be called 
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by the preſent power, but conſidered as general, which Convention, 
though choſen by the Body of all the Adherents ro 1h:s Cauſe, 
are mot ye" ro exerciſe their Legiſlative power, but ouly to debate freely 
and agree upon the particulars that by way of furdamentl conjttu- 
tions ſhall be laid and inviolaby obſerved «i the condition upen which 
the Body ſo repreſented dab caſt it ſelf into a Evil and Polutique 11- 
corporat 0, & c. as is more at large ſet down, in his 2oth page, 
I beſcech you Sir take notice of theſe words | the B:4y of all the 
Adberents to this Cave | without taking care (as anci-ntly) that 
none but frecholders [l:ould chooſe or be choſen in Shires : or as 
our Government hath now well provided, tht none (hall chooſe 
or be choſen, bur perſons worth 2co '. that is, men uv ho pro- 
bably by their ſubſtance have not only ſome competent degr-e of 
under;tanding who to chooſe, but alſo ſom: intereit and cauſe to 
chooſe well, as having purſes which are likely and capable to 
feel it, if they do otherwiſe: By which wild Latitude (if 
allowed) we might come to hav: as od le worx in thinvs of a civil 
concernment, as our propoſed libercy i ( rituals is like to le ive 
us in, in fout concernments. Indeed a civil Anthority fo cho'en 
is licelier to intruduce ſuch dangerous hiberiics, than a Repre: 
ſentative choſen either by the old or the new rul.s 

But though I muft commend our Author, wino having, propoſed 
the end, ſets up the readizit way to attain it; yet | more commend 
our Gyverament which hath ſo well provided again t our great 
Repreſentative's being in a caraciry to be cholen by the Retule of 
the people, or to be compoſed of them 

Having made this (I chink) needt.il digre lion, I thall now beg 
your leave (Sir) to ſpeak a few words both to the thing pr- pounded, 
and to the manner of atting it : Ts the thirg, It isto be an aſſembly 
to agree upon fundamntals of Governmene; which were in 
etfe& ro do leſs wcll tor the people then the Government hath 
already done; for there is no queltion it *ewere praticable for a!! 
the people of the three Nations to tranſatt their on buiineſs by 
themſelves without Repreſentatives, ic would bz more clear and 
ſatisfaftory for them to do it in that way than in the other ; And 
though the people do chooſe thoſe people for their Repreſentatives 
which they moſt truſt in, ye: thev truſt more in themſclves than in 
ſuch ſo choſen : Bzlides. ir often fo falls owe, that many of the 
people are unavoidably Repreſented by perſons whom they have 
not choſen; nay, againſt whoſe choiſe they have aftrally declared, 
as is evidcnt in the voices for Knights and Burgeſſcs, where the 
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majority of votes (though but in one) excludes all orhers that are 
voted for : Theſe being irrefutable truths, 1 cannot-but commend 
the wiſedom and ingenuity of the Government, and the hap- 
pine(s of the people, that an attair of this nature ſhould be or- 
dered ſo advantagiouſly, that in the main form of the Govern- 
ment (viz.) whither it ſh:uld be by a ſingle perſon and a Parlia- 
ment, they have not been left implicitely as our Author propoſes, 
to the ſenſe of their Repreſentatives, but have been made the 
clear and proper Judges thereot themſelves; by which it would 
be hard to tell, whither the people are more aQually obliged in 
what the Government hath done ; or intentionally diſobliged in 
what the Author propoſes. Let this model propoſed be but well 
conlidered, and letevery rzaſonable man be judge 3 our Author 
v oul.1 have an ailembly choſen by all the Honeſt Party, which 
{| ould agree upon fundamental conttiurions of Government 
which for ever after, the ſupream Legillative power ſhould be 
obliged unto, and ſhould not have power to alter. Doe but ſee 
in this what a weak thing al: our Authors diſcourſe tarns upon; 
The trndamentals are to be agreed upon by the peoples Repre- 
ſcnrati-es, and to oblige the ſupream Legiſlative power (which is 
to b: th: peoples Repreſentitives allo) fo, that the peoples Repre- 
{ ntatives once met, are to oblige their Repreſentatives for 
ever attcr : which is a thing not only abſurd in it {e!f in the nature 
of it, but cf the higheit improbability in the praftice of it ; fur 
who can dream that Repreſentatives of the people, when choſen 
and m2t, will ever hold themſclves obliged by» :ny conſtitutions 
ot former Reprefentarions, farther then they tha!l according to 
time and circumſtance agree with their liking? ſince they all 
ſtand upon one to »t of power, as entrutted by the people; and 
t'ic latter may as well, and by as good right alcer coniliutions and 
J:.ws wreed by th: former, as the former could make ſuch : fo 
that it our Author will erutt the peoples Repreſentatives at firſt to 
make ftimdancntals, by 1< good reaſon he may truſt themever 
withoiit any atall. in < thy the power and choice of obſerving 
or not obſerving th.\c tindamwentals wil! al-ayes reit in them- 
ſclves,and this unavortuvly fo: Nowbtlets the bett way ro convince 
our Author, were, a liberty v1 vn him to rut in praftice his own 
new-framed Cov-rament;for then he woul.tnot fail ro tind and ex- 
'eriment that unreaſonablne's and impratticability in it, which 
om dotl: not now fcc: It bur vl] matters oft Government be lefr as 
ſafe ni, toallihe Hunt Dirty who have alice ro this good 
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Cauſe, and I believe;whither you re(pe& them by themſelves or in 
their eatives, they will (o lictle agree with any of our 
Authors principles, from the beginning to the end of his Booke, 
that 1 doubt he would recarre again to that growing light he 
ſpeakes of, to make but letter and forme of ſuch conventions, (as 
he ſeems formerly to have mm_ tind out ſome other way to 


juſtitie and bring about thoſe chings he aimes at : Certainly our 
Author may delign the overthrow of the preſent Government, by 
defacing and blemithing of ic, but cannot intend the ſetting up of 
his own; he mult nee.!'s know the force of his principles laid down 
(if they have any) is more offen(ive to the preſent power, then any 
way defenſive to themſelves, I have read molt Hiſtori:s, and do 
not remember that ever the like to this hath been praiſed ; cither 
thoſe in power in erefting of Governments wanted the ability 
to find out ſo happy an expedient, or the h:neity, it "was found 
outy to afford it to the people. Our palt Kings indeed had a faint 
ſhew of ſomething like this ; for at their Coronation, ſome few 
that aſliſted at it, were demanded whither they wcuild have the 
perſon to be Crowned to be their King : But the diderence be- 
twixt this and that is valtly great ; for hrit, This was not to the 
forme of Government, but to the perſon which was t» roverne. 
»ccondly, This was not to the people of tac Nations, but to ſome 
delignedly or accidentally there. Thirdly, (ro omit many other 
differences) As they were not ſolemnly convened from all the 
Shires of the Nations, (neither indeed could be, or their mindcs 
generally known but by that way the n:1w Governimenc hath pra- 
filed) fo neither was there any thing of their aiſents given either 
formally or legally. The contrary of all which is evidently 
to be found in the now forme of Government, which at once doth 
manifeſt the unwillinencſs of thole in power toſet up any medel 
ot Govertiment that the people in their largeſt capacity did not 
like, as alſo that the people did tully like this ; buth which are fo 
tignal and rare, that I beg your excuſe, if that belicfe hath made 
me dwell coo long uj1on this particular. 

The next thing is,2s to the Maxxcr of calling ſuch Conv-nrions, 
Ic muſt be by the preſent power conſidered as a General; and then 
our Author fayes, I} hat is done by 1t,is not in Danger ever to Le 10+ 
ken, being made by the Peoyle in thiur Hicheſt State of Soveraionty » 
they bave the Sword in their bands, © co This. Sir, 1] tear will be tub- 
j- & to many inconveniences; {ame I (tall inſtance beſides thole | 
Cons {et down already, 
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Firſt, it Authorizeza General, as a Genera], to Call a Parlia- 
ment; and if once the Protector, as a General,does doe that, here- 
after Generals ſucceſſively may pretend to the like priviledge, 
and ſo our Government become purely Military z To invite us 
to which, Our Author calls that, The Peoples higheſt State of Sove- 
raignty,in which they bave their Swords intheir Hands, But poflibly 
He may fay, the now Protetor as General did once already 
call a Parliament ; to which I anſwer, He indeed Call'd an Af- 
ſembly, but *ewas that Aſſembly Call'd themſelves a Parliament; 
Br{ides,t hat was by his Call, not the peoples Eletion, Secondly, 
Ifiuch a Convention were met, they might perhaps agree to have 
a Supreme Magittrate (which too our Author doubrs not of) who 
by his Office ſhould call Parliamenes, and the General (if ever 
the Generals and chiefe Magiſtrates Offices ſhould be diſtin&) by 
that precedent, might pretend to the like, by which we imighe 
have at once two Parliaments by two Authorities, both Eaving 
ſpecious precences for both, which might prove too fruittull a 
{ced for putting the people too often Into their Highttt State of 
Soveralgenty. 

Thirdly, Though the Proteftor conld afſum?: the Chiete 
Magiſtracy of this Nation, yer h- cannot Righteoull; relinquiſh 
it or the Government, it (to uſe our Authors own words in anos 
ther Cafe) Declarations ro men and Appeals and Vo.vs to God 
tignifle any thing, 

Fourthly, Ic will be madneſic in the Proteftor to annihilate 
that Government of himiclte, which che People both by them 
{elves and their Repreſentative have ſufar approved, only to call 
a C mvention1 tory it they can lighr upon a Government which 
the people miy approve, which were no other in «tle& than eo 
take th- Authors Opinion in the behalt of the people rather than 
their own in their own B:halte, and that tco doubly Declared. 
Would not ſuch a proceeding make us Ridiculous both to our 
ſelves and the world, to be ſo otten changing Foundations, eſpe- 
cially in this Cale wherein ſo little of Advantage can either be 
enjoyed, or ſo much as hoped for ? I cannot truly believe that 
our Author can rationally expe& that thoſe in preſent Authority 
ſhould relinquiſh a Government which many Thouſands have 
explicitely owned and embraced, only to accept of a Propoſal 
which he alone does offer ; If he will be but patient ill he can 
bring, as many clear proofes that his Notion is approved of by 


the People, As the Government can that it is fo, it will be then 
a ficcer 
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a fitter time to Liffen to him than Now; And till then it will be 
but juſt, chat the ſenſe of the Major part of the good people con- 
clude His or the Minors, And herein I hope the government doe 
obſerve the Royal Law. 

I omit, Sir, Many other things, becauſe I cannot ſo much 
wrong my argument in doing ſo,as | might your patience in do- 
ing otherwiſe ; but as our Authour hath had his conjcRure, that 
nothing, as to a ſingle perſon, would ſtick in his propoſed con- 
vention ; ſo give me leave to have my doubt, that, that it ſelfe 
would there ſtick, and if ir ſhould, who then couJd pur a period 
to a Reprefentativeif it endeavoured to perpetuate ic ſelf as ſome 
ſuch thing | have heard, was in defigne ? And if the Prouteftor 
had not plaid the Proteftor, before he was ſuch, ic might have al- 
ſo been turn'd inco at. The people would then have hal a good time to 
have complaine4 to their Repreſentative againjt their Kepreſentative; 
and a worlr, it they had endeavoured to have rig'tted themielves 
by war, which yet would have been the only remedy. This thing 
zlone dot'. if nothing elſe did, ſuffti-iently evince the good and 
n:cefliry of a iungle perfun impowered, as the Protector is, by the 
government. 

L (hall 2gree with our Authour, thit there is a high and viiible 
necillity fur all the people that have hichert embraced our con: « 
mon cauſe,to unite themlelves, were it only in point of ({ccurity 
againſt a co nm »1 enemy, who is not out of work though at pre- 
ſent out of {ight{bur I] frar Cut of the Authors obfervation,by his 
propoſal ) I would glad!y dcelire that tae inclinations and, pro- 
penfity thereunto were as (tronge as the cauſes and incentives are; 
It were happy it all gaod inen, eſpeciIly thoſe of tuch (ignall 
and eninent parts, asheby his treatiſe tremsro be Mifter of, 
would employ them co make the beſt of what is, rather than to 
perplex & blemiſh ir, 8 thereby give opportunity to that common 
enc<my, he may (o juſtly apprehend, ro think our diſſacis{ations 
miny and great, & improve his own intereſt by ſuch knowledge, 

| muſt crave his pardon it I cannot agrce wich him in what he 
mentions ia his 22. Page, (viz.) That for theſc three yeares laſt paſt, 
th:re heth been a great (ilence in Heaven, as if God were pleaſed to 
ftand ſtill and be a Locker on. I wilh chat what is his ſaving of 
Heaven, had been his own practice upon Euith ; Many of our ene» 
mics then had been ignorant of that ke accuſes the Gov rament 
of,and I freed from the trouble of anſwering {uch his Accuſation: 
| muſt clearly confels what he layes in that particular is fo far 
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from being, in my Apprehenfion, a truth, that it is a high mi- 
ſtake. And poſſibly I might not erre in ſaying,that the provivdence 
of the lord hath hardly been more ative for good in ſome ages 
paſt, than in but a part of that time, in which he ſayes the Lord 
hath ſtood till, and been but a looker on; to evince which, 
confider Ib :ſeech you, ere this government bzgan, how unſettled 
& perplex:d was owr own nation? Scotland & Ireland, large parts 
ot chis Common-wealth, all in a flime ; we engaged ina bloody 
war by lea with the Dc ; the Freach, the Spaniards, the Por- 
tagal,che Swede and the Dane at beſtno friend, it not atual ene- 
mics. But as foone as it was eftabliſhed (wherein, they ſaw wee 
were come to a hopefull conſiſtency ) as che firſt etfets and fruits 
of ic, part of them paid for their pzace, and all the rt implored 
itz Our Internall warres forthwich were quenched; ſo that ineft- 
fet, when our enemies ſaw us become wile, they became? {o to; 
And the Terror of the Lord was upon all thoſe who befure had 
ſought ow Ruine, which might be an «f:& of bis gracious pro- 
mile, When a Mans wayes pleaſe the Lord he maketh even his 
Enemies to be at prace with him : It a Sparrow falls not with» 
out a Provid-nce, doubri-tle fuch cuntt lerable Changes and 
Events are not fignes that Gud hich flood till and bien a Looker 
on + but rather thatthy are the produ ts of his care and cender- 
nefT- cowards his people, who may provoke his highelt Judge- 
ment by thcic ſomcanly eſte: ming of his higheſt Mercics, *Tis 
true indeed we are now engaged in che War with Spin; bur iris 
as true thae the Provocations and Canſrs of it were t00 Greas 
any longer to protratt ir, which is {oclearly fet down in the 
printed flare of that War, as to receive fa'isfaction therein, one 
need bur to Read hat : cis confeſt that hitherio this War hath not 
proved fo promiting and fucce(stul as many were confident it 
would, which 1 feare m1y have in part occalioned it ; Bat who 
ever obſerves the uſual Method of Gods Ditpenfſations towards 
us, he will find even his iclelte is proportionate to moſt others ; 
Our Lofl-s in the beginning being but ro try our Faithz And as 
this hath been parallel co many others in the firſt part of it, (ol 
truſt ic will be the like in ies Concluſion and Event. 

| -m cercaine it is not fo conſterable as only upon ics own 
accounr to give the Author a R fe to bel'eve that God hath been 
pleaſed for three years laſt paft co ſtand fill and be a Looker on ; 
To which there is but one thing elſe that | can call tomind as a 


pretence to authorize: this his B:lict, and that is, the Prote _ 
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and the Jaft Parliaments oO. which truly was a cauſe 
of ſadneſs to all Honeft Hearts z but tis hoped that the unhappi- 
nefſe thereof will be by experience ſo ſet home upon all con- 
cerned,that it will the more ſtrongly incline afte&ions to an uni- 
on the next which is cajled, and therby though it did nor prove 
our Blefling then, yer it may prove the cauſe of it in the future, 
Our Author ſayes in his ninth Page, One Mark or Qual:fication 
of the Good People was their ftanding by the Army in mamtaming of 
their Cauſe. 1 with that Mark aud Qualification may yet con- 
tinue, and as the Armies of the three Nations have by cxprefſe 
Addrefſcs fortified the hands of the Gevernment by their owning 
and Declaring for it, ſo that our Author and All the other Ho- 
neft People w0u!d fortifie their Hands alſo in doing the like, that 
at Union hath hitherto been the evincemenc of our good aff:&j- 
ons, ſo now that it might be of our wiſdome. Ler our Auther 
allow tcwards the ſettlement of this Government but ſome of 
that growing Light he commended in pulling down the former, 
and all may do well, Actions unconlonant to Laws end Con- 
ficurions of Government, are much more tolerable tor building 
up peace than for Difſolving it. M«thinks it may ſerve toquiet 
the Mind of the Author and Others to Conkder that what we 
have is much more than we deſerve; and that by repining at 
having io more, we may provoke the Eyes of Gods Glory, and 
invite him to make ns feel we have too much. Let us mend our 
inward Cunditicn, and then our outward one will follow. Let 
ws ſeeke firſt the ling dome of God and bis Righteouſneſs, and all ſuch 
things ſhall be added unto vs. If this Government be nct cf Ged, 
tee man endeavour what he will to ſupport it,it will fall:And it it 
be of God, ler man endeavour what he will to ſuppreſs it, and it 
will fland. Let us therefore with patience expe&t what Iſſue he 
will be plealed to give it; For God is the Judge,who in Govern- 
ments as wel] as perſons, putteth down one and fetteth up ano- 
ther. That good Advice,Meddle rot with thoſe which are given to 
Change, is as pertinent for our Times as poſſibly for Any fince 
"was firfl fpoken. There is a Scripture much upon my Heart 
(and With that I ſhall Conclude) which containes, what every 
orft is todoe; rhen whar All are to expet, and what ro avoid. 
1 will hear what God the Loyd will peake, be wil peake Peace unto his 
People and tikjs Saints ; but let theme not turn a2 ain to Fully, which 
that They ot, is the earneft and Hearty prayer of 
June 14: r650 Tours in the Beſt ni ſureſt Bond, 


ww 
? 
— 0. 


£ 


